Will the Assassins go Unpunished ?
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English Woman’
Theft, Kidnapping and Murder.

The Protestants of South and West Cork are living in a state of most abject

terror because of the shooting of members of their creed.
Farmers of

Protestant population-in this county.

s Telling Letter.

ere is a substantial
the well-to-do class, scores of

them are remaining out in the fields all night, afraid to remain in their houses.

The plight of Protestant women and children is pitiable.
but most of the elder folk remain up in turns
shopkeepers have left Bandon, Dunmanway, and Clonakilty,

other places, some to England. (From

1922).

TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING POST.

Sir,—Your information from this country is
extraordinarily correct. Many of us are wonder-
ing how you manage to get it through. But
even you do not entirely understand the conditions
of savagery under which we are groaning. The l
Provisional Government professes to be taking all t
steps to discover the murderers, kidnappers, and |
thieves. Believe me, it requires no eﬁort—tlley’l
are going about quite openly, and are known to
everyone. Our town ig packed with motors, all
driven quite openly by the men who stole them; |
the motors (some beautiful cars) in every stage of ]
dirt and dilapidation. They take them, with |
every sort of insolent and threatening im- |
pertinence, in the dead of night, at the point of i
the revolver. Occasionally it is by daylight |
when the occupants, including ladies, are rudely
ordered out. You reported the case of a ‘“‘Com-
mandant’”’ last week, ‘‘brutally shot in the
execution of his duty,” as G.H.Q. put it. The
facts were that the unfortunate Protestant farmers
had endured the most awful persecuion. When
these raiders, headed by a jailbird “‘Command-
ant,” broke into their house in the dead of night,
one of the sons fired a shot in self defence, and |
was promptly hauled off on a charge of deliberate
murder. He no doubt will be shot or hanged.

The victims of the kidnappers suffer appalling
agony and misery. An English Government
official was kidnapped last week at a well-known
County Cork town. For one night only, the re
sult of the suffering he endured is such that his
nerve is completely shattered, and he is leaving
the country at once; for ever.

Among our local brave soldiers of the Republic
are a group of heroic fellows who were under
sentence of death for murders and ambushes of
inglish soldiers. ~ When the *‘ Truce 2e came
they were let loose among us. They now spend
thieir nights breaking into gentlemen’s and
farmers’ houses, stealing their motors, threaten-
ing the inhabitants with death. and behaving
generally in a way savages would not be gulty
of. TLast week a very respectable lad, a boy of
twelve, was unmercifully beaten and ill-treated,
and shot, but fortunately only slightly wounded,
by a party of young braves (all armed with re-
volvers). because he refused to join the local
Boy Scouts.

i cannot speak of the awful murders of last
week, except to assure you that Collins’s tears

are those of the walrus, and his hypocrisy maiges
one sick. With him you may bracket the R.C.

What Will Britain Po

Printe;ir hy' tﬁhle “Belfast News-Letter.”” Ltd.. Done

They remain at home,
to keep watch. Many Protestant
and have gone te

“Irish Independent,”” Dublin 5th May,

Bishop of Cork. What a legacy have Liloyd
George and his Government left us!-—Yours, &c.,
UNFORTUNATE ENGLISH
WOMAN IN- IRELAND.

Cork, 5th May, 1922.

About fifty refugees from Southern Ireland were
received on 8th May, 1922, at the British House
of Commons, with Sir John Butcher in the chair.
It was stated that during the past week the
campaign of terrorism has been intensified; that
houses and property were being seized everywhere,
the owners driven out and all their personal be-
longings confiscated ; and that thousands of men
and women were at the present fime in imminent
danger. After the withdrawal of the deputation,
a private discussion took place amongst the

| M.P.’s present, and the following resolution was

carried unanimously :—'‘ That this meeting of
members of the House of Commons, having heard
the statements of a number of refugees from Sou-
thern JIreland, which prove that many murders
have been committetd, and that a wholesale sys-
tem of robbery and expropriation by terorism pre-
vails in many parts, making it impossible for loyal
subjects to remain in that country, earnestly begs
the Government (a) in urgent cases, where com-
pensation has already been awarded and not paid,
to make an advance in respect of compensation
awarded ; and (b) in cases arising since the truce
in July, 1921, where no compensation has yet
been obtainable, to place a sum of money at the
disposal of the Chief Secretary for Ireland to alle-
viate cases of urgent distress, which sum should
be ultimately recovered from the Irish Free State
Government.’’

The case of Mr. and Mzs W. J. Talbot, of
Mount Talbot, Roscommon, is peculiarly atroc-
ious. Mr. Talbot, who is about 50 years of age,
is his Majesty’s Lieutenant for County Ros-
common, a man who has injured nobody, and an
invalid. Following an unsuccessful night attack
on the house, a large armed party raided it in
April, 1922 and seized Mr. Talbot. roughly drag-
ging his wife from the room. After a pretence
at a ‘ court martial,”” Mr. Talbot was taken
outside, ill-treated, and knocked down the stone
steps. Two shots were fired over his head, and
he was left lying senseless. The ruffians returned
to the house and told Mrs. Talbot that her
husband had been shot, and that she ‘‘would
find him outside.”” The party also seized the
chauffeur, tied him up and threw him into the
river. Fortunately he fell into a shallow part,
and was saved, but Mrs. Talbot died two days
later from ghock, “
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