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30 LIFE OF MR. HUME:
formerly made an experiment of a competency. But
in 1767 I received from Mr. ('mn-.*:‘.;_ ain invitation to be
wnder fecretary ; and this invitation, both the charac-
terof the perfon, and my connexions with Lord Hert-
ford, prevented me from declinin « Ireturned to Edin-
i 1769, very opulent (for I poflefi
kois healthy, and thougli f; .
enin years, w he pr pect of joying ]UJ]_’{'}I]}' eafe,
and of {ee creale of my reputation.

In {piix 755> 1 was flruck with a diforder in my
bowels; which at firft gave me no alarm, but has fince,
as I ay iend ity become mortal and mnecurazble. I
now reckon upon a fpeedy difiolution. T have {uffered
very little pain from my diforder; and what is more
ftrange, h notwithftanding the great decline of my
perfon, never (uffered a moment® abatement of my {pi-
rits 5 infomuch that, were T to name a period of my
life which I fhould moft chuft to pals over again, I might
he tempted to point to this later period. T poffes the
fame ardour as ever in ftudy, and the fame gaicty in

I confider, befides, that a man of fixty-five,

cuts oft only a few  years of infirmities ;

W1 fee many {ymptoms of my literary repu-

tation’s breaking out at laft with additional lufire, T
know that I can have but few years to enjoy it. It is
ifficult to be more detached from life than I am a¢

conclude hiftorically with my own charater : Tam,
ither was (for that is the ttyle T muft now ufe in
fpeaking of myfelf, which emboldens me the more to
{peak my fentiments) ; T was, Ifay, a man of mild difs
pofition, of comnmand of temper, of an open, focial, and
cheerful humour, capable of attachment, but little fufs
ceptible of enmity, and of great moderation in all my
paffions. Even my love of literary fame, my rulin
affion, never foured my temper, nu!:wit!lii;mdiug my
frequent difappointments, My company was not une
acceptable o tl young and carelefs, as well as the ffu.
dious and literary’; and as I took a particular pleafure
1y
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A. Diro87.. WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. a7y

and the foree of his genius broke
irft the fendal inftitutions,
nees; have fixed to the fi-
Thougl he rendered hime
“fubjedts, he tranfs
. d the throne is fiil
of, that the foundations
id, and that, amidft all
tify the prefent
ity.
s of refuling to this
title of Conqueror; in the fenfe which that
term commonly bears 3 and, ‘on pretence that the word
is fometimes: in old baoks applied to fuch as make an
an of territory by any means, they are willing
to reicét William®s title, by right of war, to the crown
of England. TIt'is needlefs to enter into a controverfy,
Which, by the terms of it, muit necefiarily degenerate
mto a difpute of words. It fuffices to fay, that the
duke of Normandy's firft invaficn of the ifland was
hoftile 3 that his { fequent adminifiration was entirely
fupported by arms; that in the very frame of his laws
he made a diftinétion between the Normans and Englih,
to the advantage of the former ; that ke adted in cvery
thiz:g as abfolute mafter over the natives, whofe intereft
and affeltions he totally difregarded ; and that if there
was an interval when lie affumed the appearance of a
L‘gai 125:';1'-\'55_{11, the period: was very thort, and. was
nothing but a temporary facrifice, which he, as has
been the cale with moft conquerors, was obliged to
make, of his inclination to his prefent policy.  Scarce
any of thole re volutions, which, bath-in |1i110ry and in
commen linguage, have always been denom 111.':':cd‘co:!-
quetts, appear L‘Elu:i”}" violent, or were attended with fo
fuddenan alteration hoth of power and property. The
Roman ftite,” which {pread its deminion over IEuru,'n’:.
left the rights of individuals ina great mealure un-
tauched ; and thofe civilized CONGUErors, w:}nlu they
wmade their own ceuntry. the {éat off cpire, found thag
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