


INTRODUCTIOQN.

Many young readers, doubtless, remember to have
met with a book entitled 47 Easy Introduction to the
Knowledge of Nature, which gives an account of a little
boy named Henry, and his sister Charlotte, who were
indulged by their mamma with walking in the fields
and gardens, where she taught them to take particular
notice of every object that presented itself to their view.
The consequence of this was, that they contracted a
great fondness for animals ; and used often to express
a wish that their birds, cats, dogs, &ec. could talk,
that they might hold conversations with them. Their
mamma, therefore, to amuse them, composed the fol-
lowing fabulous histories ; n which the sentiments and
affections of a good father and mother, and a family of
children, are supposed to be Possessed by a nest of red-
breasts ; and others of the feathered race, are, by the
force of imagination, endued with the same faculties.
But before Henry and Charlotte began to read these
histories, they were taught to consider them, not as
containing the real conversations of birds (for that it is
impossible we should ever understand), but as a series
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