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India; that their condu& deferved the ju-
dicial cognizance of the nation, that the
chara&er of public juftice in this country
is abfolutely at ftake, that the Supreme
government of Bengal, efpecially under the
direGtion of Warren Haftings, held your
authority in defiance and contempt, and that
his official deportment was fraught with
fuch inftances of maladminiftration as ren-
der the prefent inveftigation at once folemn
and indifpenfible.

It is utterly impoffible for any language
to place the fubject in a more affe@ing,
momentous, and urgent point of view, than
your own proceedings have done. And how
are thefe proceedings interpreted by the
public and the world at large? You are
confidered as under the ftrongeft and moft
diret ftipulations to bring this flagrant and
pointed cafe to an immediate iffue, to apply

-the mafs of information you have colle@ed
with fo much trouble for the purpofes of
general utility, to give effe@ to the feveral
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alls of the Legiflature, that they may be no
longer regarded as fo much wafte paper in
the flatute books, and tohold up an em-
phatic and fecure example of official de-

_ pravity to perfons in refponfible fituations,

that turpitude, however high, that venality
however {lkreened, that motives of infatiable
cruelty, however coloured by the ftale
pretexts of duty, may receive that odium,
that execration, that punithment which is
undoubtedly their due. How are you to
{atisfy the univerfal curiofity which vour
deliberations in Parliament have excited,
the feelings of folicitude for the refcue of
a character loaded with imputation, or the
condemnation of crimes which challenge
you to enquiry without determining on
the evidence before you, and reducing the
various refolutions you have formed torules
of condu&. A paper, figned Wal_'reri
Hoalftings, has been juft put into my hand,
which he probably means as a fecond
defence of his proceedings againt the
Prineefles of Oude. It does not contain a

: ftatement
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ftatement which is not already before the
Houfe, but it difcovers a very itrong pro-
penfity to difguife and mifreprefent faéts
known and eftablithed. How far fuch
a clandeftine mode of pre-poffefling your
judgment; is regular or calculated to in-
fpire a favourable opinion of his caufe, the
Committee muft decide. Neither am I ap-
prehenfive you can in any degree be af-
fected by the artful infinuations fo in-
duftrioufly circulated without doors, that
following up the charges of High Crimes
and Mifdemeanours againft Mr. Haftings
is an intrufion on the bufinefs of Parlia-
ment, and that the French commercial
treaty and other matters equally prefling;
ought, in compliance with public ex-
peftation and folicitude, to have at leaft
the preference. Such fuggeftions betray
their origin, and are certain indications of
defpondency, in a caufe incapable of better
defence. This Houfe knows its own dig-
nity too well and the propriety of {uftaining
that dignity by giving effe® to its own

C refo-
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refolutions, to admit, for 4 moment, that
any fubje€t can be more important or
more urgent than eftablifhing the refpon-
fibility of office. And you will permit me
to afk, can we be better employed than
in refcuing millions of innocent and help-
Jefs people from the favage grafp of defpo-
tifm, than in reftoring . the credit of the
Biitith name from the odium it has in-
curred by the rapacity of the Company’s

fervants in India, than in giving a ftrong

and adequate example of that juftice, in
deciding on over-als of power, which
has generally. characterized the liberality
and equality of our happy conftitution

_To the honour of this Houfe the world is

already fatisficd that we aré in earneft. To
the honour of Parliament the procefs goes
on. To the honour of the Committee, in

which I now ftand, you have, in one of

the charges againft the late Governour
General of all India, pronounced your {o-
lemn award, that he deferves to be im=
peached To the honour of the Right
s - Hon.

—
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Hon. Gentleman ¥ he avowed hi_s con-
vi@tions of the crimes alledged, and
manfuily agreed with the refolution of the
Committee. The monftrous argument fet
up againtt all this, that delinquencies of
office were to be compounded, and that
the important fervices of Mr. Haflings
ought to be fuftained as an apology for his
mifcondu@®, was reprobated by a vote, which
records the equity of our decifions. Where
is the abettor of Indian delinquency, who
dare now affert that though Committees
veports addrefses and ads, King, Lords,
and Commons, were againft Mr. Haftings,
he was not to be affailed, he was the
Saviour of India, his condué& was great,
irreproachable, and meritorious, and he
had the thanks of his conftituents formally
awarded to him in a general court of
the Proprietors in his pocket, The whole
of your proceedings, Sir, eftablith this
great manly and conflitntional maxim, that
fuch inftances of perfonal outrage, were ats
which no political neeeflity could juftify,

C 2 and
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and that Mr. Haftings's treatment of the
unfortunate Cheit Sing was an ac of that

defcription.  And I adopt from my heart -

the words of the Right Hon. Gentleman *
on that occafion. They were, that the
Committee, in the adminiftration of Mr.
Haftings found ¢ A of firong injuflice,
of grinding opprefion,  and unprovoked
Jeverity.”

The Committe in this ‘memorable de-
cifion have done honour to the charace
ter and principles of my Right Ho-
nourable Friend 4 whofe conduc has been
foully afperfed by the flanderous tongues
of ignorance and perverfion. The facts
eftablithed give the lie to all the indignities
of ‘detraction and all the fabrications of
rﬁa_lignity. Your vote on that great

queftion declares that the man who brought

the charges, at whofe influence the
profecution has been inflituted, is no -falfe
accufer, that he is not influenced by pique
or envy, that he is inﬁigatcd by no

: unwor=
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_ The Committee have done more, What
is the fentence you have pronounced but
a folemn pledge to India of your concermn
for her welfare, of the deep intereft you
take in her goverment, of your ferious
determination to protect her rights. You
have faid to her, in a tone that even now
in{pires her with hope, that you do not
mean. to infult her deftrefs by any far-
ther expedients only temporary and in.
competent. . You thall have no more re-
medial adts. Youfhall no longer be feduced
by the delufions of a moment or be
amufed by a titled governour or a vapouring
fet of refolutions. No.  You fhall fee
an immediate end to your grievances and
have the fubftantial confolation of beholding
the relentlefs author of your injuries called
to a ftrit and fevere account. This
will bind your dependences in every part
of the globe by. ties fo much the fironger
as their confidence in your integrity is
ftrengthened. You have fet up a beacon or

mark not only for a guide to your own
con-
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condu&, but for an examplé to all the
nations on earth, And Great Britain has
the glory of touring above her furrounding
neighbours as much for the impartial admi=
niftration of juftice as for her political
pre-emenence and power. And I make
no doubt but in your manly and firm de-
termination to go through the whole of this
complicated bufinefs with the fame fteady
attention to equity and fact in which you
have begun, you may fafely challenge the
whole univerfe to obferve and judge of
you by the refult.

If ever there was a queftion on which
enquiry has been full, deliberate, difpaffion-
ate, and correét, it is certainly the prefent.
Not an influence of temerity can be attached
to any page or part of the profecutions.
There undoubtedly are many party queftions
on which a partial conviction may be
fuppofed a matter of eafy acquifition.
But if this'is to be confidered merely as a
bone of contention between political parties,

it
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an account ; ftatefmen occupied in doing the
bufinefs of a tipftaff; Generals made auc=
tioneers; a truncheon centrafted with the
implements of a counting-houfe; and the
Britith Government exhibited in every part
of Indoftan, holding a bloody feeptre in one
hand, and picking pockets with the other.*

* The Orator here weiit into a vety long and accu-
fate ftatement of facts, in which he proved to a demon-
ftration, by a variety of documents, chiefly from Mr.
Haftings’s own minutes and correfpondence, that the
Begums, inftead of being the ancient difturbers of Go-
vernment, had always given it their cordial fupport 3
that they had not flirred up the Jagheerdars to refift the
Nabob, as the Jagheerdars never had been in a flate of
sefiftance ; and that the jagheerdars, or landholders,
did not even tefift the refumption of their own jagheers,
though, as thefe were confirmed to them by folemn
treaty, Mr. Sheridan vindicated their right of defending
them on that ground. But hecontended, there was not
a fingle charge againft them ; and that the Nabob him-
felf, with all the load of obloquy which he incurred, had

not once imputed to them the crime of fomenting the
leaft oppofition to his authority. :

Through this intricate difcuffion, no human recollec-
tion could do him any thing like juftice; and we fhall
content ourfelves, in winding up the Speech, with giving,
as correctly as poflible, fuch paflages only as made the
moft powerful impreffion on the Houfe,
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no longer on the patience of the Commit-
tee. Mr. Middleton complains in feveral
places, of the perturbed and hefitating con-
dué of the Nabob.—A fon who was about
to raife his hand againft his mother, might
furely be allowed time to ruminate, before
he refolved to devote her to deftruétion.—
Mr. Middleton might have been permitted
to declare himfelf to that effe@, without
being accufed of tardinefs or 2 relutant
acquiefcence with the obvious tendency of
his orders.

The juftice of the Eaft, as exercifed by
Mr. Haftings and Sir Elijah Impey, is of
the moft infamous kind ; but I hope that
the Committee, by their vote of this night,
will refcue the Britith character from the
odium into which it has fallen,

The legal proceedings of the Eaftl, are
libels againft juftice, and every a& which
they have pafled, 1s 2 libel againft the Com-~
mittees who were appointed to inveftigate

ihé conduct of the Eaft India Company and
theiy



