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At pas. S L .
Alterations are made on ;'{1{3

iles of the Treatifes, contained
b in the following Volame. What in former Editions was called
Liflays moral and political, is here entitled Effays, moral, political, and
iterary, Parr 1.  The political Difcourfes form the fecond Part. What
in former Editions was called, Philofopbical Effays concerning buman Un-
derflanding, is here entitled A4 Eiguivy-eoncerning human Under/landing,
The four Djffertations lately publithed are difperfed thro’ different Parts of
this Volume,
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¢he whole conduct of life depends, is nothing but a fpecies of inftinét or mechani-
cal power, that a&s in us unknown to ourfelves; and in its chief operations, is
not direGed by any fuch relations or comparifons of ideas, as are the proper ob-
jets of our intellectual facultics. Tho’ the inftinét be different, yet flill itis an
inftiné, which teaches 2 man to avoid the fire 3 as much as that, which teaches
a bird, with fuch exacnefs, the art of incubation, and the whole oeconomy and
order of its nurfery.

S BB -] O N X
OF MIRACLES.

P ART L

HERE isin Dr. Tirrorson’s writings an argument againft the real pre=
fence, which is as concife, and elegant, and ftrong as any argument can pof-
fibly be fuppofed againft a dottrine, that is fo little worthy of a ferious refuta~
tion. *Tis acknowleged on all hands, fays that learned prelate, that the autho-
rity, either of the fcripture or of tradition, is founded merely in the teftimony of
the apoftles, who were eye-witnefles to thofe miracles of our Saviour, by which
he proved his divine miffion. Our evidence, then, for the truth of the Chrifiiarn
religion is lefs than the evidence for the truth of our fenfes; becaufe, even in the
firft authors of our religion, it was no greater ; and tis evident it muft diminifh
in pafling from them to their difciples ; nor can any one be {o certain of. the truth
of their teftimony, as of the immediate object of his fenfes. But a weaker evi-
dence can never deftroy a ftronger ; and therefore, were the doétrine of the real
refence ever fo clearly revealed in feripture, it were dire@ly contrary to the rules
of juft reafoning to give our affent to it. It contradi@s fenfe, tho’ both the fcrip-
ture and tradition, on which it is fuppofed to be built, carry not fuch evidence
with them as fenfe; when they are confidered mercly as external evidences, and
are not brought home to every onc’s breaft, by the immediate operation of the
Holy Spirit.

Nortrine is fo convenient as a decifive argument of this kind, which muft at
leaft filence the moft arrogant bigotry and fuperftition, and free us from their im-
pertinent follicitations. I Aatter myfelf, that I have difcovered an argument of a
Jike nature, which, if juft, will, with the wife and learned, be an everlafting
check tq: all kinds of fuperftitious delufion, and confequently, will be ufcful as
long as the world endures. For fo long, 1 prefume, will the accounts of mi-
racles and prodigies be found in all hiftory, facred and prophane.

THo® experience be our only guide in reafoning concerning matters of fact ; it
muft be acknowleged, that this guide is not altogether infallible, but in fome
cafes is apt to lead us into errors and miftakes. One, who, in our climate,
fhould expect better weather in any week of June than in one of DECEMBER,
would reafon juftly and conformable to experience; but ’tis certain, that 1l]u: may

appen,
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happen, in the event, to find himfelf mi&_aken. I--io‘wever, we may obferve,
that, in fuch a cafe, he would have no caufe to complain of experience ; becaufe
it commonly informs us beforehand of the uncertainty, by that contrariety of
events, which we may learn from a diligent obfervation. All effects follow not
with like certainty from their fuppofed caufes. Some events are found, in all
countries and all ages, to have been conftantly conjoined together : Others are
found to have been mere variable, and fometimes to difappoint our expectations ;
{o that in our reafonings concerning matter of fa&, there are all imaginable degrees
of affurance, from the higheft certainty to the loweft fpecies of moral evidence.

A wisE man, therefore, proportions his belief to the evidence. In fuch con-
clufions as are founded on an infallible experience, he expects the event with the
laft degree of affurance, and regards his paft experience as a full proof of the fu-
ture exiftence of that event. In other cafes, he proc::eds with more caution : He
weighs the oppofite experiments : He confiders which fide is fupported by the
greateft number of experiments : To that fide he inclines, with doubt and he-
fitations and when at laft he fixes his judgment, the evidence exceeds not what
we properly call probability. All probability, then, fuppofes an oppofition of
experiments and obfervations ; where the one fide is found to over-balance the other,
and to produce a degree of evidence, proportioned to the fuperiority. A hundred
inftances or experiments on one fide, and fifty on another, afford a very doubtful
expectation of any event; tho’a hundred uniform experiments, with only one
that is contradiCory, reafonably beget a pretty ftrong degree of affurance. . In
all cafes, we muft balance the oppofite experiments, where they are oppofite, and
deduc the fmaller number from the greater, in order to know the exact force of
the fuperior evidence.

To apply thefe principles to a particuhr inftance ; we may obferve, that there
is no fpecies of reafoning more common, more ufeful, and even neceffary to
human life, than that derived from the teftimony of men, and the reports of eye-
witnefles and fpe€tators. This fpecies of reafoning, perhaps, one may deny to be
founded on the relation of caufe and effect. I fhall not difpute about a word. It
will be fufficient to obferve, that our affurance in any argument of this kind is de-
fived from no other principle than our obfervation of the veracity of human tefti-
mony, and of the ufual conformity of facs to the reports of witneffes. 1t being
a general maxim, that no obje@s have any difcoverable connexion together, and
that all the inferences, which we can draw from one to another, are founded merely
on our experience of their conftant and regular conjunction ; *tis evident, that we
ought not to make an exception to this maxim in favor of human teftimony,
whofe connexion with any events feems, in itfelf, as little neceflary as any other.
Were not the memory tenacious to a certain degree ; had not men commonly an
inclination to truth and a principle of probity; were they not fenfible to fhame,
when dete@ed in a falthood : were not thefe, I fay, difcovered by expericnce to
be qualities, inherent in human nature, we fhould never repofe the leaft confidence
in human teftimony. A man delirious, or noted for falfhood and villany, has
no manner of authority with us.

AND as the evidence, derived from witneffes and human teftimony, is founded
on paft experience, fo it varies with the experience, and is regarded either as a

proof ot a probability, according as the conjunction between any particular kind of
report,
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report and any kind of objeéts, has been found to be conftant or variable. There
are a number of circumftances to be taken into confideration in all judgments of
this kind; and the ultimate ftandard, by which we determine all difputes, that may
arife concerning them, is always derived from cxperience and obfervation. Where
this experience is not entirely uniform on any fide, *tis attended with an unavoid-
able contrariety in cur judgments, and with the fame oppofition and mutual
deftruftion of arguments as in every other kind of evidence. We frequently
hefitate concerning the reports of others. We balance the oppofite circumitances,
which caufe any doubt or uncertainty ; and when we difcover a fuperiority on any
fide, we incline to it ; but ftill with a diminution of affurance, in proportion to
the force of its antagonift.

Ta1s contrariety of evidence, in the prefent cafe, may be derived from feveral
different caufes; from the oppofition of contrary teftimony ; from the character
or number of the witneffes ; from the manner of their delivering their teftimo-
ny ; or from the union of all thefe circumftances. We entertain 2 fufpicion con-
cerning any matter of faét, when the witnefles contradiét each other ; when they
are but few, or of a fufpicious character ; when they have an intereft in what they
affirm ; when they deliver their teftimony with doubt and hefitation, or on the con-
trary, with too violent affeverations. There are many other particulars of the fame
kind, which may diminifh or deftroy the force of any argument, derived from
human teftimony.

Supposk, for inftance, that the fa&, which the teftimony endeavors to efta-
blifh, partakes of the extraordinary and the marvellous; in that cafe, the evi-
dence, refulting from the teftimony, admits a diminution, greater or lefs, in pro-
portion as the fact is more or lefs unufual. The reafon, why we place any cre-
dit in witneffes and hiftorians is not from any connexion, which we perceive & priori
between teftimony and reality, but becaufe we are accuftomed to find a conformity
between them. But when the fact attefted s fuch a one as has feldom fallen un-
der our obfervation, here is a conteft of two oppofite expericnces ; of which the
one deftroys the other as far as its force goes, and the fuperior can only operate
on the mind by the force, which remains. The very fame principle of experience,
which gives us a certain degree of affurance in the teftimony of witnefles, gives us
alfo, in this cafe, a~other degree of affurance againft the fact, which they endeaver
to eftablih 3 from which contradiction there neceffarily arife a counterpoize, and
mutual deftruftion of belief and authority.

I foould not believe fuch a Jrory wereiit told me by CaTo 5 Was 2 proverbial fay-
ing in RoME, even during the life-time of that philofophical patriot b, The in-
credibility of a faét, it was allowed, might invalidate fo greatan authority.

Tue Inp1an prince, who refufed to believe the firft relations concerning the
effets of froft, reafoned juftly; and it naturally required very ftrong teftimony
to engage his affent to facts, which arofe from a ftate of nature, with which he
was unacquainted, and bore fo little analogy to thofe even's, of which he had had
conftant and uniform experience. Tho’ they were not centrary to his experience,

they were not conformable to it “ Bur
b PruTarcH. in vitaCATONIS. This is placing naturcina fituation quite anknown

¢ No Ispian, ’tis evident, could haveexpe- tohim; and ’tis impoffible for him to tell apriori
fience that water did not freeze in cold climates. what will refult from it. *Tis making a new ex-
Y y peti-
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Bar in order to increafe the probability againit the teftimony of witnefles, let
us fuppofe ‘that the fa&, which they Affitin, inftead of being only marve thous; ‘88
teally miiracutous 3 and fuppolc alfo, char the teftimony, confidered apart, and
in itfelf, amounts to an entire pmo-f-, in that cafe there is prood againft proof, of
which the ftrongeft muft prevail, but fill with a dimination of its force, ia pro-

portion to that of its antagoniit.

I

A MiracLe is a violation of the laws of nature; andas a firm and unalterable
experience has eftablifhed thefe laws, the proot againtt a miracle, from the very
nature of the fa&, is as entire @S any argument from experience ‘can poflibly be ima-

gined. Why 1s it more than probable,

that all men mult:die 5 that lead cannot,

of itfelf, remain fufpended in the air; that fire confumes wood, and s extinguifhed

by water ; unlefs it be, that thefe events are found agreeable to the laws i nature,
and there is required a violation of thefe laws, or i other words, a miracle to pre-
went them ? Nothihg 1s efteemed a miracle if it ever happen in the common
courfe of natute. *T'is no miracle that @ man in feeming gc}ud heglth thould die
on a fuddeén; becaufe fuch a kind of death, tho' more unufual than any other,
has yet been frequently obferved to happen. But ’tis a miracle, that a dead man
fhould come to life; becaufe that has never been obferved, i any age or coun-

try. There mufl, therefore, be an unt
event, otherwile the event would not merit that appellation.

form experience againft every miraculous

And as an uniform:

experience amounts to a_g_r__oc_)f, there is here a dire€t and full presf, from thena-
%are Of the Tact, againit the exiftence of any miracle 5 nor can fuch a proof be de-
ftroyed, or the miracle rendered credible, but by an eppofite proof,, which is {u-

perior °

periment, the confequence of which 1s always
uncertain. One may fometimes conjetture from
analogy what willfollow ; butflill thisis but con-
jeQure. And it maltbe confeft, that, in the pre-
{ent cale Of freezing, the event follows contrary
to the rules of analogy, and is fuch as a rational
Inpian would net look for. The operations of
cold upon-water are not gradual, according to the
degrees of cold; but whenever it comes to. the
freczing point, the water.pafles in a moment, from
the utmoft liquidity to perfet hardnefs. Such an
event, therefore, may be denominated extraordma-
xy, and requires a prett) ftrong teftimony, teTen-
der it eredible to people 1n a warm climate : But
@11 it is wot miracwlous; nor COntrary to uniform
expetience of the courie of nature in cafes where
all the circumftances are the fame. Che mhabi-
tints of SuMaTra have always feen water liquid
in theirown climate, and the freezing of their ri-
vers oughttote deemed ap odigy : Bu: they ne-
ver faw water in Muscovy during the winter ;
and therefore they-cantiot reafonably be pofitive
what would there be the confequence.

& Sometimes an event may not, iu it/elf, Jeem to
be contrary to the laws of nature, -and yer, if it
were real, it might, by reaion of fome circum-
ftances, be denominated a misacle ; becaufe,. in

falz, it is contrary to thefe Taws. Thus if a per-
fon, claiming a divine authority, thould command
a fick perfon tc be well, a healthfal man to. fall
down dead, the clouds to pour rain, the winds to
blow, in fhert, fhould order many natural events,
whi_cn immediately follow upon his- command 3,
thele might jultly be efteemed miracles, becaufe-
they are really, n this cafe, contrary to the laws
of nature..  For if any fufpicion remain, that the
event and command concuarred by accident, there
is ho miracle and o tranfgreflion of the laws of
nature. If L‘l}is fulpicion ‘be removed, there ‘is
evidently a miracle, and a tranfgrefiion of thefe
laws ;- becanfe nothing can be more eontrary to
natare than that the voice or command of a :11.'1n
thould have fuch an influence. A miracle may be
accurarely defined, -a tran/greffion of a law of na-
ture by a particular wvel'tion «f the Deity, or &y the
intertolal of fome invifbleagent. A miratle may
either be difcoverablé by men or not. This al-
tesg not its nature and effence.  The railing of a,
houfe or (hip into the air is a vifible miracle. The
raifing of a feather, when the wind wants ever {o:
little of a force requifite for that purpofe, is as
real a miracle, tho® not fo.fenfible with regard.

(o 3 uS._
"Lur
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‘T'uz plain confequence is (and ’tis a general maxim worthy of our attention)
That no teftimony is fufficient-to eftablith a miracle, unlefs the teftimony be
of fuch a kind, that its falthood would be more miraculous, than the faét,
which it endeavors to eftablifh : And even in that cafe, there is a mutual de-
ftrution of arguments, and the fuperior only gives us an affurance fuitable to
that degree of force, which remains, after deduéting the inferior.” When
any one tells me, that he faw a dead man reftored to life, I immediately confider
with myfelf, whether it be more probable, that this perfon fhould either deceive
or be deceived, or that the fact which he relates, thould really have happened. I
weigh the one miracle againft the other, and according to the fuperiority, which
I difcover, I pronounce my decifion, and always reject the greater miracle, If
the falfhood of his teftimony would be more miraculous, than the event which he
relates 5 then,- and not till then, can he pretend to command my belief or
opinion.

R A RT 1K

In the foregoing reafoning we have fuppofed, that the teftimony, upon whielt
a miracle is founded, may poflibly amount to an entire proof, and that the falf-
heod of that teftimony would be a kind of prodigy. But ’tis eafy to fhew, that
we have been a great deal too liberal in our conceflions, and that there never was
a miraculous event, eftablithed on fo full an evidence.

For firt, there is not to be found, in all hiftory, any miracle attefted by a fuf-
ficient number of men, of fuch unqueftioned good-fenfe, education, and learning
as to fecure us againft all delufion in themfelves; of fuch undoubted integrity;
as to place them beyond all fufpicion of any defign to deceive others ; of fuch
credit and reputation in the eyes of mankind as to have a great deal to lofe in cafe
of being deteéted in any falthood ; and at the fame time attefting faéts, performed
in fuch a public manner, and in fo celebrated a part of the world, as to render the
dete&ion unavoidable : All which circumftances are requifite to give us a full af-
furance in the teftimony of men.

SeconpLy. We may obferve in human nature a principle, which, if ftriétly
examined, will be found to diminifh extremely the affurance, which we might
have, from human teftimony, in any kind of prodigy. The maxim, by which
we commonly condué ourfelves in our reafonings, is, that the abjeéts, of which
we have no experience, refemble thofe, of which we have; that what we have
found to be moft ufual is always moft probable ; and that where there is an op-
pofition of arguments, we ought to give the preference to fuch of them as are
founded on the greateft number of paft obfervations. But tho’ in proceeding by
this rule, we readily rcject any fac, which is unufual and incredible in an ordi-
nary degree; yet in advancing farther, the mind obferves not always the fame
rule ; but when any thing is affirmed ucterly abfurd and miraculous, it rather the

more readily admits fuch a fact, upon account of that very circumftance, which

ought to deftroy all its authority. The paffion of [urprize and wonder, arifing
from miracles, being an agreeable emotion, gives a fenfible tendency towards the
belief of thofe events, from which it is derived, = And this goes {o far, that even
thofe who cannot enjoy this pleafure immediately, nor can believe thofe miracu-
Yy2 lous

.



248 § K OIT A

lous events, of whicl they are informed,

O N X
yet

love to partake of the fatisfaction at

{fecond-hand, or by rebound, and place a pride and delight in exciting the admi-

ration of others.

Wirn what greedinefs are the miraculous accounts of travellers received, their

defcriptions of fea and Jand montters,

their relations of wonderful adventures,

ftrange men, and uncouth manners 2 But if the fpirit of religion join itfelf to the

love of wonder, there is an end of common fenfe ;
circumftances, lofes all pretenfions to authority.
fiaft, and imagine he fees what has no reality :

and human teftimony, in thefe
A religionift may be an enthu-
He may know his narration to be

falfe, and yct perfevere in it, with the beft intentions in the world, for the fake of
promoting fo holy a caufe: Or even where this delufion has no place, vanity, ex-

cited by fo ftrong a temptation, operates on
of mankind in any other circumftances ; and felf-intereft with equal force.

him more powerfully than on the reft
His

auditors may not have, and commonly have not fufficient judgment to canvafs his

evidence : What judgment they have,
and myfterious fubjets:

dulity increafes his impudence :

they renounce by principle, in thefe fublime
Or if they were ever fo willing to employ it, paffion
and a heated imagination difturb the regularity of its operations,

T'heir cre-

And his impudence over-powers their credulity.

ELOQUENCE, when in its higheft pitch, leaves little room for reafon or reflec-
tion; but addrefling itfelf entirely to the fancy or the affeétions, captivates the

willing hearers, and fubdues their underftanding.

Happily, this pitch it feldom

attzins. But what aCicEro or a DemosTHENES could fearcely operate over 2 Ro-

MAN of ATHENTAN audience, every Capuchin, every itinerant or ftationary teacher
can perform over the generality of mankind, and in a higher degree, by touching

fuch grofs and vulgar paffions °.
THIRDLY.

It forms a very ftrong prefumption agan

ft all fupernatural and mi-

raculous relations, that they are obferved chiefly to abound among ignorant and

barbarous nations ;

or if a civilized people has ever given admiffion to any of them,

that people will be found to have received them from igrorant and barbarous an-
ceftors, who tranfmitted them with that inviolable fanction and authority, which

always attend antient and received opinio
all nations, we are apt to imagine our

ns.

When we perufe the firft hiftories of

felves tranfported into fome new world,

where the whole frame of nature is disjointed, and every element performs its

operations in a different manner, from what it does at prefent.

tions,

¢ The many inftances of forged miracles, and
prophecies and fupernatural events, which, in all
ages, have cither been detefled by contrary evi-
dence, or which deteét themfelves by their ab-
fardity, mark fufficiently the flrong propenfity of
mankind to the extraordinary and the marvellous,
and ought reafonably to beget a fufpicion againft
all relations of this kind.  T'his is our natural way
of thinking, even with regard to the meft' com-
mon and moft credible events.. For inftance;
There is no kind of repcrt, which rifes fo eafily,
and fpreads {a quickly, efpecial’y in country
places and provincial towns, as thole concerning

Battles, revolu-

peftilences, famines, and dearth are never the effeéts of thofe natural caufes;

marriages ; infomuch that two young perfons-of
equal condition never fee each other twice, but
the whole neighborhood immediately join them
together. 'The pleafure of telling a p cce of news
fointerefling, of propagating it, and of being the
firlt reporters of it, fpreads the intelligcnce. And
this is 1o well Enown,. that no man of fenfe gives
attention to thefe reports, till he finds them con-
firmed by fome greater evidence. Do not the
fame pafiions, and others flill ftronger, incline the
generality of mankind to the believing and re-
porting, with the greateft vehemence and aflu-
rance, all religious miracles ?

which
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which we experience. Prodigies, omens, oracles, judgments quite obfcure the
few natural events, that are intermingled with them. But as the former grow
thinner every page, In proportion as we advance nearer the enlightened ages of
fcience and knowlege, we foon learn, that there is nothing myfterious or fuperna-
tural in the cafe, but that all proceeds from the ufual propenfity of mankind to-
wards the marvellous, and that tho’ this inclination may at intervals receive a
check from fenfe and learning, it can never thoroughly be extirpated from human
nature.

'Tis frange, a judicious reader is apt to fay, upon the perufal of thefe wonderful
hiftorians, that [uch prodigions events never bappen in our days. But ’tis nothing
ftrange, 1 hope, that men fhould lie in all ages. You muft furely have feen in-
ftances enow of that frailty. You have yourfelf heard many fuch marvellous rela-
tions ftarted, which being treated with fcorn by all the wife and judicious, have at
laft been abandoned, even by the vulgar. Be affured, that thofe renowned lies,
which have fpred and fourifhed to fuch a monftrous height, arofe from like begin-
nings ; but being fown in a more proper foil, fhot up at laft into prodigies almoft
equal to thofe, which they relate.

*Twas a wife policy in that cunning impoftor, ArExANDER; who, tho” now
forgotten, was once fo famous, to lay the firft fcene of his impoftures in PAPHLA~
Gonia, where, as Lucian tells us, the people were extremely igporant and {tu-
pid, and ready to (wallow even the grofieft delufion. People at a diftance, who
are weak enough to think the matter at all worth enquiry, have no opportunity of
receiving better information.  The ftories come magpnified to them by a hundred
circumitances. Fools are induftrious to propagatc the delufion ; while the wife
and Jearned are contented, in general, to deride its abfurdity, without informing
themfelves of the particular facts, by which it may be diftinétly refuted.  And thus
the impoftor above-mentioned was enable to proceed, from his ignorant PAPHLA-
con1ANS, to the inlifting of voraries, even among the GRECIAN philofophers,
and men of the moft eminent rapk and diftinétion in RoME. Nay could engage

the attention of that fage emperor Marcus Aurertus; fo far as to make him-

cruft the fuccefs of a military expe dition to his delufive prophecies.

Tug advantages are fo great of ftarting an impoftor among an ignorant peoples
that even tho’ the delufion fhould be too grofs to impofe on the generality of
them (wbhich, tho’ [eldom, is. fometimes the cafe) it has a much better chance of fuc-
ceeding in remote countries, than if the ficft feene had been laid in a city renowned
for arts and knowlege. The moft ignorant and barbarous of thefe barbarians carry
the report abroad.. None of their countrymen have large enough correfpondence
or fufficient credit and authority to contradiét and beat down the delufion. Mens
inclination to the marvellous has full opportunity to difplay itfelf. And thus a
ftory, which is univerfally exploded in the place where 1t was firft ftarted, fhall
pafs for cerain at a thoufand miles diftance. But had Arexanper fixed his refi-
dencerat ATHENS, the philofophers of that renowned mart of learning, had im-
mediately {pred, thro” the whole RoMaAN empire, their fenfe of the matter, which,
being fupported by fo great authority, and difplayed by all the force of reafon
and eloquence, had entirely opened the eyes of mankind. Tis true; Lucian
pafling by chance thro’ PAPHLAGONIA had an upportunity of performing this good
office. But, tho’ much to be withed, it does not always happen, that every

3 ALEXANDER:
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Avrgxanper meets with a Lucran, ready to expofe and detect his impos
ftures '

I may add as a fourth reafon, which diminithes the authority of prodigies, that
there is no teftimony for any, even thofe which have not been exprefsly deteted,
that is not oppofed by an infinite number of witnefles ; fo that not only the mi-
racle deftroys the credic of the teftimony, but even the teftimony deftroys itfelf.
To make this the better underftood, let us confider that, in matters of religion,
whatever 1s different is contrary, and that ’tis impoflible the religions of antient
Rome, of Turkey, of Stam, and of Caina fhould, all of them, be eftablifhed
on any folid foundation. Every miracley therefore, pretended to have been
wrought in any of thefe religions (and all of them abound in miracles) as its di-

rect fcope is to eftablifh the particular fyftem, to which itis attributed 3 fo has it the
fame force, tho’ more indirectly, to overthrow every O'hr“‘ fyftem. In d leftroying
a rival ayfh.m, it likewife deftroys the credic of thofe I“l..l"lr‘- on which that fy-
ftem was eftablifhed ; fo that all the prodigies of different religions are to be re-
garded as contrary facts, and the evidences of thefe 'P]Otjl“l\\., whether wealk or
ftrong, as oppofite to each other. According to this method of re f“o:‘.m;g;, when
we ixiwvc any miracle of ManoMeT or any of his fucceffors, we have for our
warrant the teftimony of a few barbarous AraBrans: And on the other hand,

are to regard the authority of Tritus Livivs, Prurparca, Tacrtus, .w;l in
fhort of all the authors and witneffes, Grecran, Cuinese, and Roman CaTno-
1.1c, who have related any miracles in their particular religion; I fay, we are to
regard their teftimony in the fame light as if they had mentioned that Manome-
TAN miracle, and had in exprefs terms contradifted it, with the fame certainty
as they have for the miracles they relate. This argument may appear over fub-
tile and refined ; but is not in reality different from the reafonin g qf a judge, who
fuppofes, that the credit of two witnefles, maintaining a crime :ag:un{’c any one,
is deftroyed by the teftimony of two eothers, who affirm him to have been two
hundred leagues diftant, at the fame inftant when the crime is faid to have been
committed.

One of the beft attefted miracles in all prophane hiftory, is that which T a-
crtus reports of Vespasian, who cured a blind man in ALexanpria, by means
of his fpittle, and a lame man by the mere touch of his foot ; ‘in obedience to a
vifion of the god, Seraris, who had enjoined them to have recourfe to the ems
peror, for thefe miraculous and extraordinary cures, The ftory may be feen in

that fine hiftorian ® ; where every circumftance feems to add weight to the tefti-
mony, and might be difplayed at large with all the force of argument and elo-
quence, if any one were now concerned to enforce the evidence of that exploded
and idolatrous fuperftition. The gravity, folidity, age, and probity of fo great

£ It may here, perhaps, be 01chu,d, that I
proceed ralkly, and form my notions of Av x-
axpEr merely from the szcconnt given of him by
Luciaw, aprofeffed énemy. It were, indeed, to
be wifhed, ihat fome of the accounts publifhed
by his followers and accomplices had remained.
The oppofition and contralt betwixt the charatter
and conduct of the fame man, as drawn by a

friend or an encmy is as ftrong, even in common
life, much morein thefe religious matters, as that
betwixt any two men in the world, betwixt Argx-
anpER and St. Pavz; for inftance. See a letter
to Gireere West, Efq; on the converfion and
apoltlethip of St. Pav.

e Hift. Lib, 5. Cap. 8.

SueToniusgives the
fame account iz wita VEese.
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an emperor, who, thio” the whole courfe of his life, converfed in a familiar way
with-liis friends and courtiers, and never afTe€ted thofe extraordinary airs of divi-
nity, affumed by ALEXANDER 4D | DemeTrivs. The hiftorian, a cotemporary
writer, moted for candor and véracity, and withal, the greateft and meft penetra-
ting genius, perhaps of all antiquity ; and fo free from any tendency to fuperfti-
tion and credulity, that he even lies under the contrary imputation, of atheifm
and prophanenefs : Tl x hofe teftimony he related the miracle, of
eftablithed ] judgment and veracity, as we may well prefume ; eye-wit-
nafies of the f.&, and confirming their verdict, after the Fraviaw family were
defpoiled of the empire, and could no longer give any reward, as the price of a
lie. Ulrumgue, qui inte fuere, nunc guogue memorant, poftquaim nullum. mendacio
pretigm. To which if we add the public nature of the fadts, as related, it will
appear, that no evidence can well be fuppofed fronger for fo grofs and fo palpa-
ble a falfhood.

Turrr is alfo a very memorable ftory related by Cardinal pE Re7z, and
which may well deferve our confideration.  When that intriguing politician fled
into Spa1n, to avoid the perfecution of his enemies, he paffed thro® Saracossa,
the capital of ARrAcCON, where he was fhewn, in the cathedral, a man, who had
ferved twenty years as a door-keeper, and was well known to every body in town,
that had ever paid their d-votions at that church. He'l
time, wanting a leg; but recovered that limb by the rubbing of holy oil upon the
ftump; and the cardinal aflures us that he faw him with two legs. This miracle
was vouched by all the canons of the church; and the whole company ia tewn
were appealed to for a confirmation of the fa&; whom the cardinal found, by
their zealous devotion, to te thorow believers of the miracle. Here the relater was
alfo cotemporary to the fuppofed prodigy, of an incredulous and libertine charac-
ter as well as of great genius, the miracle of fo /iuguler a nature as could fcarce
admit of a counterfeit, and the witneffes very numerous, and all of them, in a
manner, fpectators of the fact, to which they gave their teftimony. And what
adds mightily to the force of the evidence, and may double our furprize on this
occafion, is, that the cardinal himfelf, who relates the ftory, feems not to give
any credit to it, and confequently cannot be fulpetted of any concurrence in the
holy fraud. He confidered juftly, that it was not requidite, in order to reject a
f2& of this nature, to be able accurately to difprove the teflimony, and to. trace
its falthood, thro’ all the circumftances of knavery and credulity, which produced
it. He knew, that as this was commonly altogether impoffible at any fmall di-
ftance of time and place ; fo was it extremely diffcult, even where one was im-
mediately prefent, by reafon of the bigotry, ignorance, cunning and roguery of a
great part of mankind. - He therefore concluded, like a juft reafener, that fuch
an evidence carried falthood upon the very face of it, ard that a miracle fupported
by any human teftimony, was more properly a fubjeét of deriflon than of
argumient.

Tuere furely never was fo great a number of miracles afcribed to one perfon,
as thofe, which were lately faid to have been wrought in Fr axcg upon the tomb of
Abhé Paris, the famous JANSENIST, With whoie {an&ity tlie people were fo long
deluded. The curing of the fick, giving hearing to the deaf, and fight to the

blind, were every where talked of;, as the ufual effccts of that holy fepuichre. ~ But
what

s

had been feen, for fo long a
1
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what is more extraordinary ; many of the miracles were immediately proved, upon
the fpot, before judges of unqueftioned integrity, attefted by witnefles of credit
and diftintion, in a learned age, and on the moft eminent theatre, that is now in
the world. Nor is this all: A relation of them was publifhed, and difperfed
every where ; nor were the Fefuits, tho’ a learned body, fupported by the civil
magiftrate, and determined enemies to thofe opinions, in whofe favor the miracles
were {1id to have been wrought, ever able diftinctly to refute or detet them®.

® This book was wrote by Monf. de MoxTge-
roxn, counfellor or judge of the parliament of
Paris, a man of figare and charater, who was
alfo a martyr to the caufe, and is now faid to be
fomewhere in a dungeon on account of his boolz.

There is another book in three volumes (cailed
Recueil des Miracles de I Abbé Parys) giving an
account of many of thefe miracles, and accom-
panied with prefatory difcourfes, which are
very well wrote. There runs, however, thro'the
whole of thefe a ridicalous comparifon betwixt
the miracles of our Saviour and thofe of'the Abbé ;
wherein ’ts aflerted, that the evidence for the
latter is equal to that for the former: As if the
teftimeny of men could ever be put in the balance
with that of God himfelf, who conducted the pen
of the infpired writers. If thefe writers, indeed,
were to be confidered merely as human teftimony,
the Frencs author is very moderate in his com-
parifon ; fince he might, with fome appearance
of reafon, pretend, that the JANSENIST miracles
much furpafs the others in evidence and autho-
rity. The following circumftances are drawn
from authentic papers, inferted in the above-men-
tioned book.

Many of the miracles of Abbé Parrs were

‘proved immediately by witnefles before the offi-

ciality or bifhop’s court of Par1s, under the eye
of cardinal NoatLres, whofe charader for inte-
grity and capacity was never contefted even by
his enemies.

His fucceflor in the archbifhopric was an enemy
to the JANSENI:TS, and for that reafon promoted
to the fee by the court. Yet 22 reftors or cures of
Parts, with infinite earncfinefs, prefs him to exa-
mine thofe miracles, which they affert to be
known to the whole world, and indifputably cer-
tain : But he wifely forbore.

The MovinisT party had tried to difcredit thefe

“sniracles in one inftance, that of Madamoifelle le

Frasc. But befides, that their proceedings
were in many refpe@s the mof irregular in the
world, particularly in citing only a few of the
JanseaisTs witneffes, whom they tampered with :
Befides this, I fay, they foon found themfelves
overwhelmed by a cloud of new witnefles, one
hundred and twenty in number, moft of them

perfons of credit and fubftance in Par1s, who

W here

gave oath for the miracle. This was accompa-
nied with a folemn and earneft appeal to the par-
Jiament. But the parliament were forbid by au-
thority to meddle in the affair. It wasat laft ob-
ferved that where men are heated by zeal and en-
thufiafm, there is no degree of human teflimony
fo firong as may not be procured for the greateft
abfurdity : And thofe who will be fo filly as to
examine the affair by that medium, and feek par-
ticular flaws in the teftimony, are almolt fure o
be confounded. It muft be a miferable impollure,
indeed, that does not prevail in that conteft.

All who have been in France about that time
have heard of the great reputation of Mon{. He-
rRAUT, the lieutenant de Police, whofe vigilance,
penetration, adtivity, and extenfive intelligence
have been much ta'ked of. This magiftrate, who
by the nature of his office is almoft abfolute, was
invefted with full powers, on purpofe to fupprefs
or difcredit thefe miracles; and bhe frequently
feized immediarely, and examined the witneffes
and fubjeéts of them : But never could reach any
thing fatisfattory againit them.

In the cafe of Madamoifelle TnisavuT he fe
the famous De Syrnva to examine her; who?e
evidence is very curious. 'The phyfician declares,
that it was impoffible fhe could have been fo ill as
was proved by witoefles; becaufe it was impoffible
fhe could, in fo fhort a time, have recovered fo
perfeily as he found her. He reafoned lke a
man of fenfe, from natural caufes; but the oppo-
fite party to'd him, that the whole was a miracle,
and that his evidence was the very beft proof of it.

The Mo vinists were in a fad dilemma. They
durft not aflert the abiolute infufficiency of human
evidence to prove a miracle: They were obliged
to fay, that thefle miracles were wrought by witch-
craft and the devil. But they were told, that this
was the refource of the Jews of old.

No JansenisT was ever embarrafled to account
for the ceffation of the miracles, when thechurch-
yard was fhut up by the king’s edi. It was the
touch of the tomb, which operated thefe extraor-
dinary effets ; and when no one could approach
the tomb, no effeéts could be expefted. God,
indeed, could have thrown down the wallsina
moment ; but he is mafter of his own graces and
works, and it belongs not to us to account for

them.
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Where fhall we find fuch a number of circumftances, agreeing to the corrobora-
tion of one faé? And what have we to oppofe to fuch a cloud of witnefles, but

the abfolute impoffibility or miraculou

s nature of the events, which they re-

Jate? And this furely, in the eyes of all reafonable people, will alone be regarded

as a fufficient refutation.

Is the confequence juft, becaufe fome human teftimony has the utmoft force
and authority in fome cales, when it relates the battles of PriLippr or PHARSA-
r11a, for inftance; that therefore all kinds of teftimony muft, in all cafes, bave
equal force and authority ?- Suppole that the Casarean and Pomperaw faétions

had, each of them, claimed the victory

in thefe battles, and that the hiftorians

of cach party had uniformly afcribed the advantage to their own fide; how
could mankind, at this diftance, have been able to determine between them?

The contrariety is equally ftrong betw

een the miracles related by Heronorus

or PruTarch, and thofe delivered by Mariana, Bepe, or any monkifh

hiftorian.

TrE wife lend a very academic faith to every report, which favors the pafiion
of the reporter; whether it magnifies his country, his family, or himfelf, or in
any other way ftrikes in with his natura) inclinations and propenfities. But what
greater temptation than to appear a miffionary, a prophet, an ambafiador from
heaven ? Who would not encounter many dangers and difficulties, in order to at-
tain {o fublime a charafer? Or if, by the help of vanity and a heated 1imagina-
tion, a man has firft made a convert of himfelf and entered ferioufly into the de-
lufion ; who ever fcruples to make ufe of pious frauds, in {fupport of fo holy and

meritorious a caufe ?

them. He did not throw down the walls of every
city like thofe of Jerrcro, on the founding of the
rams-horns, nor break up the prifon of every apo-
ftle, like that of St. Paver,

No lefs 2 man, than the Duc de CraTILLON,
aduke and peer of France of the higheft rank
and family, gives evidence of a miraculous cure,
performied upon a fervant of his, who had lived fe-
veral years in his houfe with a vifible and palpa-
ble infirmity.

I fhall conclude with obferving, that no clergy
are more celebrated for firictnefs of life and man-
ners than the fecular clergy of France, particu-
larly the reCtors or curés of Par1s, who bear fuch
teftimony to thefe impoftures.

The learning, genius, and probity of the gen-
temen and the aufterity of the nuns of PoRT-
Roy At have been much celebrated all over Eu-
ropg. Yet they all give evidence for a miracle,
wrought on the niece of the famous PascuaL,
whofe fanétity of life, as well as extraordinary
capacity, is well known. The famous RACINE
gives an account of this miracle in his famous hi-
flory of PorT-Rovay, and fortifies it with all the
proofs, which a multitude of nuns, pricfts, phyfi-
cians, and men of the world, all of them of un-
doubted credit, could beflow upom.it. Several

men of letters, particularly the bifhopof TourNAY,
thought this miracle fo certain, as to employ it in
the refutation of atheifts and free-thinkers. The
queen-regent of FRawcE, who was extremely pre-
judiced againft the PorT-Roy aL, fent her own
phyfician to examine the miracle, who returned
an abfolute convert. In fhort, the fupernatural
cure was fo unconteftable, that it faved, for a
time, that famous monaftery from the ruin with
which it was threatened by the Jefuits, Had it
been a cheat, it had certainly been detefted by
fuch fagacious and powerful antagonifls, and muit
have haltened the ruin of the contrivers. ~ Our di-
vines, who can build up a formidable caftle from
fuch defpicable materials ; what a prodigious fa-
bric could they have reared from thefe and many
other circumitances, which I have not mentioned !
How oft would the great names of PascraL, Ra-
cINE, ArNAuDp, NICOLE, have refounded in our
ears ? But if they be wife, they had better adopt
the miracle, as being more worth, a thodfand
times, than all the reft of their colleftion. Be-
fides, it may ferve very much to their purpofe.
For that miracle was really performed by the
touch of an authentic holy prickle of the holy
thorn, which compofed the holy crown, which,
&c.
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Tue fmalleft fpark may here kindle into the greateft flame ; becaufe the ma-
terials are always prepared for it. The apz'dum genus aurfcuhzm‘w % ﬂ.u? gazing
populace receive greedily, without examination, whatever fooths {uperitition, and
promotes wonder.

How many ftories of this nature have, in all ages, been detected and exploded
in their infancy 2 How many more have been celebrated for a time, and have af-
terwards funk into negle& and oblivion ? Where fuch reports, therefore, fly
about, the folution of the phenomenon is obvious ; and we judge in conformity
to regular experience and obfervation, when we account for it by the known and
natural principles of credulity and delufion. And fhall we, rather _than have a re-
courfe to fo natural a folution, allow of a miraculous violation of the moft efta-
blithed laws of nature ?

[ xerp not mention the difficulty of dete@ing a falfhood in any: private or even
public hiftory, at the time and place, where it is faid to happen ; much more
where the fcene is removed to ever fo fmall a diftance. Even a court of judica-
ture, with all the authority, accuracy, and judgment, which- they can employ,
find themfelves often at a lofs to diftinguifh between truth-and falthood in the molt
recent aGions.  But the matter never comes to any iffue, if trufted to the com-
mon method of altercation and debate and flying rumors ;- efpecially when men’s:
paflions have taken party en either fide.

In the infancy of new religions, the wife and learned” commonly efteem the
matter too inconfiderable to deferve their attention or regard. And when af-
terwards they would willingly deteét the cheat, in-order to undeceive the deluded:
multitude, the feafon is now gone, and the records and witneffes, which migh¢
clear up the matter, have perifhed beyond recovery.

No means of deteftion remain, but thiofe which muft’ be drawn from the very
teftimony itfelf of the reporters: And thefe, tho’ always fufficient with the judi-
cious and knowing, are commonly too fine to fall under the comprehenfion-of the:
vulgar.

Upron the whole, then, it-appears, that no teftimony for any Kind ‘of miracle-
has ever amounted to a probability, much lefs to a proof; and that even {fup-
pofing it amounted to.a proof,. it would be oppofed: by another proof, derived-
from the very nature of the fac, whichr it would endeavor to eftablith. *Tis ex-
perience only, which gives authority ta human teftimony ; and ’tis the fime ex--
perience, which affures us of the laws of nature. When, therefore, . thefe two
kinds of experience are contrary, we have nothing te do but fubftract the one
from the other, and embrace an opinion, ecither on one fide or the other, with-
that affurance, which arifes from the remaindér, But according to the principle
here explained, this {ubftraction, with regard to all popular religions, amounts to
an entire annihilation ; and therefore we may eftablith it as a maxim, that no hu--
man teftimony can have fuch force as to prove a miracle, and make it a juft foun--
dation for any fuch fyftem of religion *..

Iam:

¥ LucreT. : . fyftem  of religion. For I own, that otherwife,

k T beg the limitations here- made may be there may poffibly be miracles, or violations
remarked, when I fay, that a miracle can ne-~ of the ufual courfe of nature, of fuch a kind as to-
ver be proved, {0 as (o be the foundation ofa admit of proof from human teftimony ; tho’,] pere
haps,
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1 aum the better pleafed with this method of reafoning, as I think it may ferve
¢o confound thofe dangerous friends or diguifed enemies to the Chriftian Religion,
who have undertaken to defend it by the principles of human reafon. Our moft
holy religion is founded on Faith, not on reafon; and ’tis a fure method of ex-
pofing it to put it to fuch a trial as it is, by no means, fitted to endure. To make
this more evident, let us examine thofe miracles, related in feripture ; and not to
lofe ourfelves in too wide a field, let us confine ourfelves to fuch as we find in the
Pentatench, which we fhall examine, according to the principles of thele pretended
Chriftians, not as the word or teftimony of God himfelf, but as the production of
2 mere human writer and hiftorian.  Here then we are firft to confider a book,

h sofiible to find any fuch in all
the records of hikory. Thus, fuppofe, all au-
tHors, in all languages, agree, that from the firft
of JaNvary, 160, there was a total darknefs
over the whole earth for eight days: Suppofe that
che traditiod of this- extraordinary event, is fhill
ftyong and lively. among the people: That all
sravellers, who re'urn from foreign countries,
bring us accounts of the {ame tradition, with-
out: the leaflt variation or contradi@tion: "Tis evi-
dent, thag our preient philofophers, inftead of
douabting of that faft, ought to receive it for cer-
riin, and ought to {earch for the caufes, whence
it might be derived. 'The decay, corruption, and
diffslution of nature, is an event rendered pro-
bable by {o many analogies, thatany phanome-
non, which feems to have a tendency towards that
cataltrophe, comes within the reach of humin
teftimony; if that teftimony be very extenfive, and
uniform.

But fuppofe, that all the hiftorians, who treat
of Excranp, fhould agree, that on the firlt of
Tanuary, 1600, queen Erizaseru died ; that
both before and after her death flie was feen by
her phyficians and the whole court, as is ufaal
with perfons of her rank ; that her fucceflor was
acknowleged and proclaimed by the parliament;
and that, after being interred a month, {he again
appeared, took pofieflion of the throne, anc

1 go-
verned Enc1 anD for three years : I mait canfefs,
1 fhould be furprized at the concurrence of {fo ma-
ny odd circumftances, but fhould not have the
leatt inclination to believe fo miraculous an event.
1 fhould not doubt of her pretended death, and
of thofe other public circumftances, that followed
:t+ I hould only affert it to have been pretended,
and that it neither was, nor poflibly could be real.
You would in vain objet to me the difficulty, and
almoft impoffibility of deceiving the world in an
affair of fuch confequence; the wifdom and in-
tegrity of that renowned queen; with the litsle or
no advantage which fhe could reap from fo poor
an artifice : All this might aftonith me; but Iwoul

il reply, that the knavery and folly of men are

fuch common phznomena, that I fhould rather
believe the moft extraordinary events to arife from
their concarrence than admit fo fignal a violauoa
of the laws of nature.

But fhould this miracle be afcribed to any new
fyftem of religion; men, in all ages, have been {o
much impofed on by ridicalous ftories of that kind;
that this very circamftance would be a fall proof
of a cheat, and fufficient, with all men of fenfe,
not only to mike them reject the fat, but even
reject it without farther examination. Tho' the
Being to whoim the miracle is afcribed, be, in this
cafe, Almighty, it does not, upon that account, be-
come a whit more probable ; fince 'tis impoffible
for us to know the attributes or ations of fuch a
being, otherwife than from the experience, which
we have, of his produétions, in the ufual courfe
of nature. This fill reduces us to paft obferva-
tion, and obliges us to compare the inftances of
the violations of truth in the teftimony of men
with thofe of the violation of the laws of nature
by miracles, in order to judge which of them 1is
moft likely and probable. As the violations of
truth are more common in the teftimony con-
cerning religious miracles than in that concerning
any other matier of fact; this maft diminifh very
mach the authority of the former teftimony, and
make s form a general refolution never to lend
any attention to it, with whatever {pecious pre-
text it may be covered.

My lord Bacox feems to have embraced
the fame principles of reafoning. “ Facienda
« enim eft congeries five hiltoria natoralis parti-
¢ cylaris omnium monitrorum & partaum natura
« prodigioforum ; omnis denique novitatis & ra-
« ritatis & inconfueti in natura. Hoc vero faci-
« endum cft cam feveriimo delectu, ut conitet
fides. Maxime autem habenda fant pro fufpec-
tis quz pendent quomodocunque ex religione,
ut prodigia L1y : Nee minus quz inveniun-
tur in feriptoribus magiz naturalis, aut etiam
alchymiz, & hujufmodi hominibus; qui tan-
¢ quam proci funt & amatores fabularam.”

Nov. Organ. Lib, z. Aph. 20.
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356 SECTION X

prefented to us by a barbarous and ignorant _p_eopie, wrote in an age wben they
were-ftill more barbarous, and in all probability long after the facts which it re-
Jates ; corroborated by no concurring teftimony, and refembling thofe fabulous
accounts, which every nation gives of its origin. Upon reading this book, we
find it full of prodigies and miracles. It gives an account of a ftate of the world
and of human nature entirely different from the: prefent: Of our fall from that
ftate : Of the age of man, extended to near a thoufand years : Of the deftruction
of the world by a deluge : Of the arbitrary choice of one people, as the favorites
of heaven 3 and that people, the countrymen of the author: Of their deliverance
from bondage by prodigies the moft aftonifhing imaginable : I defire any one to
lay his hand upon his heart, and after ferious confideration declare, whether he
thinks, that the falthood of fuch a book, fupported by fuch a teftimony, would
be more extraordinary and miraculous than all the miracles it relates; which is,
however, neceffary to make it be received, according to the meafures of probabi-
lity above eftablifhed.

Waar we have faid of miracles may be applied, without any variation, to
prophecies ; and indeed, all prophecies are real miracles, and as fuch only, can
be admitted as proofs of any revelation, If it did not exceed the capacity of hu-
man nature to foretel future events, it would be abfurd to employ any prophecy
as an argument for a divine miffion or authority from heaven. So that, upon the
whole, we may conclude, that the Chbriftian Religion, not only was at firft attended
with miracles, but even at this day cannot be believed by any reafonable perfon
without one. Mere reafon is infufficient to convince us of its veracity : And who-
ever is moved by Faith to affent to it is confcious of a continued miracle in his
own perfon, which fubverts all the principles of his underftanding, and gives
him a determination to believe what is moft contrary to cuftom and experience.

BiB C-T- 1:-O-N.- XF

OF A PARTICULAR PROVIDENCE AND
OF A FUTURE STATE.

WA S lately engaged in converfation with a friend who loves fceptical para-
I doxes ; where, tho’ he advanced many principles, of whichI can by no means
approve, yet as they feem to be curious, and to bear fome relation to the chain of
reafoning carried on thro’ thefe effays, I fhall here copy them'from m
memory as accurately as I can, in order to fubmit them to the judgment of the
reader.

Our converfation began with my admiring the fingular good fortune of phile-
fophy, which, as it requires intire liberty, above all other privileges, and
florithes chiefly from the free oppofition of fentiments and argumentation, received
its firft birth in an age and country of freedom and toleration, and was never
cramped, cven in its moft extravagant principles, by any creeds, confeflions, or

penal
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