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BENGAL.

year. Therp Is, pechaps, no distrct in which s0 much pablic
s been. manifosted as that of Tirhoat, whers the

restrients presest the model of ‘an Adglo<Baxon settboment in an
Indian district, and where, If we are rightly informed, there are
They bave fally earned the genertus consideration of
the Executive suthorities in the distrilulion of the road and bridge
funds,—Friend of India.

THE TORTURE COMMISSION.

The torture commismion bas closed its labonrs at Madras, and
bhas been oficially dlasclved. The governor bas at the same Hme
offored the commisaloners bis ' warm sckoowledgments of the
highky nluhl:.;e‘poﬂ which they bad submitted, and of the care,
lhi.ﬁl!’, and our with which their iuqnh-; has been con-
ducted."  As to the publication of the report in this comntey,
althongh we are a anxions to see it an the editors st Madras can
be, we fear we shall hove some time to wait for it. The inguiry
wad extablished under orders from the Court of Directors, and it
might be considered n violation of official ch.:]::lh if the report
waa published by the Government in India, Iy to meet the
public impatience, before it had been received uin;lmd. Ax
soon my it reaches Eoglend, Mr. Danb mour, if he should
then be in ofice, will doubtiess lose no thme in laying it wpon the
I‘.lb‘]:tnh: thahi:[unu nl"!.;;nmmunu. and mmin? that it be printed,
L] re s every probability that we shall be gratified by the
perusal of it befora the close of the pressst ; ;mehilpr, the
rm]f of the commission has cored out, it in the general fm-
pression st Muadras that it has established the existence of revenue
w:uu lt'u:lt presidency, more expecially in cular districts,
and ane of our Muadras sontemporaries desorihes the report as s
i thunderbolt " which is about to fall in Leadenball.street,
¥ It has been suggested that the measures which Goverament
proposs to adopt to extingubsh the mefarious system of lortare
should lmmry the report, snd be submitted st the same time
to the people of England. The d on which alone sach a
procedure appesrs to be advisable s, that it wonld serve to clear
the character of the Madris Government from the odinm of belng
in any mensmre impliented in the system, evén by tacit connivance,
through its fiscal sympathies.  But such & measare—which must
be premature—does not nppear at all necessary for its vindication.
E“I:Lpnftlgg of tnrlu; h;aﬂbountrepu ;::Jh t'h:fmzliuslizlhnh-

of England, and sbborrent to i n| men
ever since the abolition of the 'Ihnm'hm, nﬁ'u ape Fupposes
that any Englishman would knowingly lend himself to sach = pro-
cedure, even for the collection of revenne.  The indigoant denial
of the o .“ﬂ“ of any raethce, by some of the Directors,
thongh i b & pr im articls of sccusation agminst
them, affords the clearest evidence that nothing can be
more epposéd ‘to the wished of the Court than sny tolars-
tion of this system. The course which has been
in the nt caze Will bedeemed 2 soffcient vindicstion
of the pablic, aathorities, Az soom as & saffcient cass
wiz mads out for w publs joquiry into the alleged abuse of
power in this form, the Gevernment sdopted the most i
weabures for' i the charge, An Act was passed to oo
a commisalon of inquiry, end the Government of Madras appainted
men of experience god integrity to conduct the investigation, and,
wizely #a we think, placed one of the most determined enemics of
its ndministration TH the committee, The inguiry bas been con-
ducted with pach impartislity and sincerity as to elicit the com-
mendstions efen of the Madras journals, There can be no doabt
that tbe Government, both of India and of Madres, will lose no
time in taking the most effectual means for preventing the recur-
rence of any such scenes.  If thers be no existing Jaw which can
reach the eass, o new Inw will beicimedistely introdaced, and, so
far ma the axertioss of the Government ean be of wrail, this atro-
eious practics will céase, from loog and uainterropied
prescription in the conotry, and from the feelings of indiference
and vven tolerstion with which it Is regarded by the natives who
have not beon brought onder the civilizing influences wa have in.
troduced, incessant vigilaoce will be necessary to prevent its
revival, I

The successful pesup of this commission prastically corroborates
oar masertion that in no cass is 8 Parbamentary Commission
accemanry for the fovestigation of grievances in India. Wa bave
bere sbusdant evidence of the fact that there is sufcient power
lodged in the supreme and controlling government of tha
for a full and sesrching [ngoiry into every casnof local abase, and
mfficient virtue and mincerity in that body to apply that er
with vigour snd discretion. It is impossible that m.,.
mentory commisiion could have performed the duty executed by
the Madruss commissioners more honourably and more efectaally
than they bave doas. It is questiopabis whether commissioners

soot from England conld bave dooe it eo well © They munt neces-
surily bawe been ignorant of the and habyts, the costoms
and propensities of the people; il which are important gualifice-
Hﬂuﬁr&umﬂulmtﬂiﬂiﬁlhrﬁfduh
the Bast. Tn all cases whore such inguirses are found to be neces-

s ik po

v by legialative provisions. The ebject of the philsnthropist is
m“dudchﬂ;ltm #nd:nlingnl’:th local ex-
perience, and the enlargod informatios, snd the inbegri

Ona of our Madras
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with the ' Tortare Commibsbon."
the matter has been referred, zw the Wu
socording to the regulstions, event o
anoe, to call got the military. It sppears to be tha opinjon of
Mudras contemporary—mwe trast we are oob ting him
—ithat the conduct of the ia to boattributed to the
Torture Commission ; that an soon as the
cultivators were certain that they woald be ssbject to no mors
tortare, thay dotermined to make no farther payments.
would seem to imply that have hitherto beea tortured for
revenoe ; but we bt mot, Mr. Bird, the eollector, will be ahile
efectnally to dispose of that matter. We vanture with great diffi-
denoe to offer snother solution of the enigma why men who paid
their land rent without difficuliy before the ommision
was established, should refuss to pay it afterwards. When thay
wers told that the anthority they bad hitherto obeyed with respect
waa degraded, and in & measurs pot oo bis trial, th:; conld pot
resist the temptation of -immr the taxes. If this conjecture
be correct, would not the advent of a Parliamentary Commission
paralyse the whols revenue system of Madras, aod oblige that pre.
sidency to draw on Bengal ?—Friemd ¢f India.
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THE NEW BOOE FOSTAGE RULES.

We are delighted to find that ths Director-General of Poats has
loet no time in procuring the sanction of the 5 o (orernment
to the assimilation of our Book Post Rales to those contaloed in
the Tressory Warrant dated tha 23rd of Jaousry, 1835, The
most important of these rules sre the two following ; the others
arem 'a repetition of those which were formerly promuligated ;

4 11. Under the new rules, psckets consisting of * Books, Pob-
lications, or Works of Literatare or Art," without restriction as to
the mumber of enclosures, may be seot from place to plaes in In-
dis by Banghy Poat, at the book post rate of one sona for twenty

¢ W1II. The terms ' Books, Publications, or Work of Liters-
turs or Art," include all books, whether printed, written, or plain ;
publicstions or compilations, whether in print or in manuseript ;
almanack, prints, maps, whether on paper, canvas, or cloth, snd



