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. to be a grave handicap.

— g —

6. PUBLICATIONS.
The following is a record of publications.
Studies on Hepato-Lienal Cirrhosis in Eastern Mediterranean Countries. R, R
M.D. and S. Btesh, M.D. Transactions of the Royal Society of Tropical Medi
and Hygiene, November, 1942. 3
The Bactericidal Effect of Tin and its Application to the Treatment of Typhoid
R. Reitler, M.D. and K. Marberg, M.D. Transactions of the Royal Soeie

Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, February, 1943.

7. VITAL STATISTICS. . e
The birth rate was 36.67. Thus the downward trend has continued. The death rate at 158 &

is lower than last year.

8. HospiTALS AND DISPENSARIES. -
There was a further expansion of these services.
9. MATERNITY AND INFANT WELFARE.

Two new government rural centres were opened.
10.  VoLuNTARY MEDICAL SERVICES. \ i
Reference is made in the various sections of the report to thg activities of the volunfaa!{mph
medieal institutions. i Pils
The Jewish services cover a wide field which embraces clinics, hospitals, maternity, inf
welfare and preschool care, a school medical service and sickness and disablement bénefit.
The Vaad Leumi, Kupat Holim and Hadassah direct and control these services.
The Christian missionary institutions operate hospitals, clinies and infant welfare cen
widely throughout the country, providing medical care in areas and communities where it wol
otherwise be lacking. :
There is an efficient Moslem hospital in Jaffa and free elinics in the larger towns.
11.  MEDICAL AND ALLIED PROFESSIONS. Tl
The enrolment of Palestinian doctors in the fighting services continued. Enactment of
Dentists Ordinance was postponed and an investigation of the position of unlicensed dent

initiated. TISTICS
12.  Porice aAND PRISONS.
The general standard of health of police, prisoners and detained persons was satisfacts bl

13. CoMMUNICABLE DISEASES. i e figu
., The principal features of the year were the recurrence of plague in Haifa, its spread t.o-__b' _
and Tel Aviv, the appearance of smallpox in Palestine and the high incidence of enteric fef che
throughout the country. dthep
14. - Mavaria. il dea
The incidence of the disease amongst both the civil and military population remained lgH¥uor

The execution of the Naamein Drainage Project marks an important advance in the controlif i

malaria and brings first elass land into cultivation. fiaf by
15.  OpaTHALMIC DISEASE. gonshe
Three new village ophthalmie first aid clinics were opened. it purely

16.  HELMINTHIASIS.
The service continued to function on restricted lines. Village latrine construction $ul

confined to schools, on acecount of shortage of materials. Wi g

17.  TUBERCULOSIS. v
There has been no development. The lack of public institutional accommodation contin dl!pl

18,  VENEREAL DISEASE.

The maintenance of the supply of specific drugs, inspite of war difficulties, was an importd
feature. gt

i




foop ConTrROL AND INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE.

The ingp&c!lion of food and its control by sampling was an important feature. Some 2.000
| establishments were brought under license. Close liaison was established with the La,b’our

0AL AUTHORITIES.

ing and other services were efficiently maintained. Little in the way of constructional
ment was possible.

PLANNING.

hough there has been inevitable restriction of the normal building activities, planning
cularly rural planning has steadily progressed.

PILGRIMAGE.

Palestiniaps journeyed to Mecca. This is the largest number on record and the difficulties
ort by rail and sea were overcome only with considerable difficulty.

ATORY SERVICES.

942 the production of vacecines was increased to an unprecedented degree. Over a million
calf lymph and some 300,000 doses each of anti typhoid and ‘anti rabic vaccine were
in Palestine, Syria, Lebanon and Arabia.

._.TION‘ : ” L i
important section of the Department was engaged in the investigation of general and
r nutritional problems and the practical application of their findings. Four interim
were submited and arising from these the feeding of undernourished infants and school

was instituted.

were no severe air raids. The blood transfusion service was reorganised in the light
owledge.

: SECTION II.

LSTATISTICS.

' s, DEATHS AND INFANTILE MORTALITY.

wo tables which follow, the first giving details for the year 1942 and the second
ing the figures for the last five years, display the vital oceurrences of the country.

will be observed that the downward trend of the birth rate has continued, A rate’of
000 of the population is the lowest yet recorded.

ygeneral death rate is lower than in 1940 and 1941.

infant mortality ratio is higher than last year.

lysis of the records indicates that the increase has occurred in tl:le- towns }‘athar than
and that broncho pneumonia, pneumonia, diarrhoea and congenital debility are the
responsible. . )

in purely statistical features have served to exaggerate the rise. .

the number of deaths under one year per thousand live ln_rths.
han in 1941 but this is associated with 1,464 fewer births.
is an ral inclination to attribute any rise in_ mortality to conditions
¥ the war.alnTll?Eti;;g:-t:no; gf maintaining a balsnca:} outlook in this respect qlob;muﬁ
Lorder to display the situation at a glance a graph showing the general and infantile deat.

lestine since 1922 follows Tables A, B and C.

rate is calculated as
only 174 more infant deaths t

BIDITY STATISTICS. .
.f'he initiative of the Department of Statistics seven hospitals agreed to ren

dity. It is proposed to extend this scheme in 1943.

der returns ¢




NURSING SERVICE.

There were 1138 graduate and probationer nurses in the hospitals ine i
graduated from the government training centres. pitals of Palestine in 1942.

PoricE AND PrisoNs,

The general health of the police and of prisoners and interned persons was satisfactory
were no outbreaks of communicable disease. There were 1940 admissions to hospitals from
t the police, 1885 from prisons and 468 from internment camps and settlements. The
ngth of the special prison and detention camp hospital wards and sick bays remained :;.t 156,

SECTION IV, :
NICABLE DISEASES. ‘

LAGUE.
HATFA.
here were five cases of plague in the northern part of Palestine during the year. Three
ected in Haifa. A fourth came from a village in Galilee, In this case infection could
traced either to Haifa or the village. The fifth was a British police sergeant who may
een infected in Acre or by contact with number four. Four of the cases occurred in January
bruary and one in August. Three were fatal. c
catching was vegularly undertaken in Haifa throughout the year, and in Acre from
v onwards, and in fwo villages. Altogether 9750 rats were taken and examined. 0.3%
und infected. The epizootic appears to hesdisappearing from the western part of Haifa.-
ortion of the town lying around and west of Wadi Nisnas produced no infeeted rodents
the twelve months. 18% of the rats were of the species rattus. The flea index averaged
at and showed little variation with the seasons. 80% of the fleas were Xenopsylla cheopis.
gue measures consisted in the demolition of the remaining shacks and in rat proofing
hing or reconstruction. A further 147,500 square metres were treated in this way. 170
of old sewer were replaced by new and 220 metres of new sewer constructed in previously:
ed areas. The cost of these measures to the Government and Municipality was £P.10,200.
er of schemes, designed to improve housing conditions, which were initiated when plague
rred in 1941, have not materialised.

Aviv aND JAFFA.

the 7th November a young girl, a native of what is known as the Carton quarter on
a—Tel Aviv boundary died of an acute febrile condition which had not been aceurately
ed. Suspicion of plague arose and post mortem examination demonstrated the presence
estis. It was not long before infected rats began to be taken and in December there were
'8 human cases. Altogether up to the end of the year, of 630 rats taken, 12 were found
By the end of March 1943 there had oceurred 15 human cases of which 9 were fatal.
had been caught or found dead and of these 88 were infected. Rather vemarkably,
of the rats are recorded as being of the rattus species. 38% of the fleas were X. cheopis.
he map on page 14 shows the progress of the epizootic in Jaffa and Tel-Aviv between Novem-
March. This is the first outbreak of plague in this area since 1924.

ntiplague measures consisted in, firstly, rat destruction by means of traps, poison bait and
es. Barium carbonate, phosphorus, arsenic and thallium sulphate were all employed as
The first of these proved the most generally useful. Motor car exhaust gas was highly

where it could be employed.

Inoculation with Haffkine's vaccine was undertaken, in the threatened areas. By the end of

ome 16,800 persons had been vaccinated. '

emolition of shacks both inhabited and uninhabited, clearing of rubbish and other rat har-
around dwellings, and intensive scavenging were actively underal:t_en a.n&i Ihy the end oi

i 1943, 230 inhabited dwellings and 8640 other shacks had been removed and large areas o

¢ had been rendered rat proof by clearance and patching.




It was necessary to provide alternative temporary accommodati - :
tiative of the Department and with th Y modation for the dispossessed and

iv Lrtm e active cooperation of the military auth ities
cipalities and the Duft-rlct Commissioner, a, camp sufficient, to aa:zcm:nmoda.t,ey1601 faorleilliz:’ vil::;
il out on the Jaffa side in February and similay arrangements were in hand for Tel Aviv. The

ito Government of these measures up to the end of March was £P.3,195.
In anticipatiug‘l of an extension of the epide
taken to provide additional accommodation
ious unit at Benei Beragq,

mic in this area during the summer of 1943, steps
for patients and contacts &t the government

SMALLPOX,

The appearance of smallpox in neighbouring countries
threaks in Syria and Lebanon provided a warning that the s
o occur. On the 4th of November the first case appear
who had never been va.ccma.ted: and contracted the disease during a visit to Damascus.
were SIX more cases amongst the immediate contacts before the outbreak was controlled,
‘Them were the .following‘ further cases during the year. Two Bedouin in the Beersheba
firict and one person in Tel Aviv who had been a vecent visitor to Damascus,
- We were to have a sharp outbreak in the Tulkarm distriet early in 1043, as a result of
getion introduced with returning pilgrims from Mecca.
- The usual measures of isolation in hospital and vaccination of contacts and neighbours
iced to control these outbreaks. Land quarantine was imposed on the 22nd of November and
ral revaccination In exposed areas and of sections of the population liable to infection was
ituted. Altogether in this category 270,000 persons were revaccinated during the succeeding
irmonths,
. Palestine has, by efficient vaccination, been kept well protected in the past and the rapidity
il which the infection was controlled in this instance is a further witness to the fact.

and in particular the widespread
pread qf infection to Palestine was
ed. This was a Moslem child from

ExtERIC FEVER,

1942 was the year of highest incidence of enteric fever since the British Oceupation,
ses were notified with 373 deaths, That is over 1400 cases more than in 1941 and 135 more

The endemiology of enteric fever in Palestine since 1921 was discussed at some length in
kyear’s report. It was pointed out that during that long period and inspite of all our efforts
eral picture had shown little change and the incidence had not decreased.

The peak year of 1942 shows the same features as regards age and sex incidence, distribution
bughout town and country, with a preference for the towns, and death ratios, as in former
I except for the single unhappy featurc, that there has been more of it. To what extent..
Equestion immediately arises, has the war contributed to this result? 'Whtfn putting this question,
b8 generally told that the war has produced undernourishment' whmh,. in its turn, has reg}llted
iicreased intestinal disease. This is not at present the oﬂigia,l view. Firstly we are not sat;gﬁed
it the war has as yet brought about a serious deterioration in the general state of nutrition.
have however been other features. The have taken place, on the one hand, unusual
Wements of labour to supply military needs, In another direction, t.he. high cost of fou_d com-
il with a reduction in the quantity available has led to the consumption by human beings of
i would normally have been treated as leavings for animal use. These factors, we think, have
a part in spreading the disease.

 Three settlements and two villages had sharp outbreaks.

Inoculation was actively undertaken. Altogether 178,000 persons fvere protected by this
s, It is the intention to seek the assistance of the voluntary medical institutions and the
Ession at large in extending this measure during 1943.

¢ Oraer Acure INFECTIOUS DISEASES. i B0k
The following table gives the figures for the other acute conditions for 1941 and 1942.




