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Statement by David McGuinness,

I2, Leovills Street, Belfast.

| In the year I9I0, after the formation of the Fianni in
Dublim, the Countess Markievicz decided tc get the
5rganisation golng in Belfast. She contacted lir. Joe
Robinson and sent him to Belfast to make contacts which |
would be useful in getting Belfast area organised. Mr.
Robinson had a relation living in Belfast named Peter ..
Donnelly, a painter by trade, who was a member of the I.R.B.
and was also more or less im touch with everything |
pational in Belfast, Donnelly got an introduction to a

man named William Woods, a member of O'Neill's Piper's

Band, and Woods with the other members of the Band wére]
also members nf the Peter O'Neill Crowley G.F.C. Thiaﬁ
football c¢lub was one of the oldest and strongest in_thar
city and had a big junior following. I was a member of
this ¢lub. Robinson and Woods decided to make use of
the juvenile section of the Club as a recrulting ground

for the Fianna, I was then an active member of the

Band and the Football club and both Robinson and Woods came

1

recruits. I took over the job of getting Fianna members

to me with their problems in connection with getting

from amongst the members of the Band and the football club,
and was able to procure the use of the band-room for
Fianna mgetinga. This was an upper room of Dowley's =~
Tohaccunista, Mill Street, (Milfield Corner) which is now
occupled by a family named Fitzsimons. We used those f
premlises once a week for meétings and lectures. We
started off with a very small number of members, but in

about 3 months recrulted about 70 boys. We soon got faf



too numercus for the premises and we becams a bit of an
embarrassment to our obliging landlords. We . decided {that
our position was sufficiently healthy to justify our
looking for a'Headquarters of our own. We procured a
‘hut at Hilluwbhnk, formerly used by a British Cavalry

Tnit. ]

After we moved lnto Willowbank we were properly
orgenised and had an officer staff fﬁncticning,anﬂ : i
recrul tment was still going strong. We came to the
decision to split into two sectionms. ‘The original |
Sluagh was named Willie Neilson and rather than hurt
the feelings of aﬁr of our boys we gave them the option
to volunteer to make up the start of a new Sluagh, '
About one-third of the hoys volunteered and the new .
Sluagh was known as the Henry Joy McCracken Sluagh.
The start of the new Sluagh had the'résult'nfcraafing
a spitit of rivalry between the new and old Sluagha.
In the course of time,when our numbers increased, we
started other Sluaghs, Willie Orr, Rody McCorley and #
Wolfe Tone Sluaghs.

In I9I2 we formed the first Iﬂﬂieé Sluagh of Fianna
fireann in all Ireland;- the Betsle Gray Sluagh.
When this Sluagh was started we met with considerable
oppogltion from memny of the Fianna boys. This Ladies
Sluagh sent the following ﬁaiegatas to the I9I2 Fianna
Convention - Ina Connolly, daughter of James Connolly,
Eate O'Kane and Rose leckey. 1 '

Phe Fianna orgenisation reached its peak in I9I4.
We had perfect organisation, splendid discipline ﬁnﬂ by
then we had taken over three large huts at Willowbank

to accommﬂdata'our boys.
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At this time the Countess Markievicez 1ivedlin

Leinster Road, Rathmines and I met her there for the 1irst
time. I knew Bulmer Hobson and knew he had then been

associated with Literary apnd Dramatic associations and

. personnel for a number of years. To my knowledge I do

not remember him having any association with Fiannalﬂi;e&nn

for some time after their formation in Belfast. "

In I9I2 I joined the I.R.B.,at the suggestion of
Sedn 0'Sullivan, who administered the I.R.B. oath to me.

'Sedn 0'Sullivan was a mative of Co. Cork and was the |

Flanna Irish language teacher. After joining the I.R.B.
T quickly realised how the I.R.B. were fostering and
encouraging the Fianna. I also found out from the
Countess that she was,what I can ﬁeﬁcrihe as, jealous of
any T.R.B. influence over the Fianna. She éxpressed .to
me her disapproval of all secret societies and disapproved
of the I.R.B. using the Flanna as a recruiting ground

for themselves. Her ideal of the Fianna was an open |
organisation without any secret entﬁnglsmants. . It wai
based on the alﬂ Fianna tradition of Fiann MacCumhail |
days "Truth on lips, courage in our hearts and streng

I .

in our arms®,

When the Volunteers were first formed about the
end of I9I3 the Fianna immediately threw themselves
enthusiastically into the new organisation. The Volunteers
were organised as a counter-blast to the Ulster
Volunteers and all nationalist bodies in the city of
Belfast encouraged their members to join the Volunteers.
Large numbers of the supporters of the Irish Parliamentary
Party Organisation joined. We in the Flanna felt that

our organisation was in danger of losing its Fianna
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identity in the larger organisation of the Volunteers.
This fear prompted us to join wp in twe companies, C and F.,
which would be mainly composed of Flanna members. _ILater
on we found that we were receiving a lot of non-Fianna|

recruits in both our campanies and these men were mostly

Parllamentary Party supporters, thus they were considered
by us_in the Fianna orgenisation as wndesirable. We held
weekly lectureg: Oathal O'Shamnnon ran a geries of lectures
on History - Eurcpean, Political and Irish National. iWe
formed Gebating groups under the supervision of

Cathal O'Shannon and we arranged debates with our pol_;ttiica?l
opponents ~ men from the United Irish League Branches.
Thus we kept the cultural and national ideals of the
Fienna right. Another of our purely Fisnna activities
was our amti-recrulting propaganda. Blll posting .of

anti-Britigh and anti-recruiting propaganda was carried out
by us every Saturday night and into Sunday merning duri_.:ing
the years and we had to make many hasty retreats from the

poli:_:a who were attempting to prevent omr work.

The outbresk .of the Great War In 1914, and the Split
in the Volunteers occasiomed by John Redmond's attitude
towards the British war effort and his promise of Volunteer

assistance to Britain produced great changes in the
vVolunteer circles in Belfast.  The overwhelming majority
of the Volunteers sided with the Redmond party and the I

R&puhlican vﬂluntaera were reduced t0 approximately tha

ﬁ.t‘-ar,!:q.d. thﬂ me:n:.t.i-ﬁaﬂgn..m Bﬂl.l.;l‘;aﬁ.t,_- . T_hﬂ_spliﬁ_ ,_alaa _
affected the Flanna but to a limited extent compared with
the Volunteers. _ Large mumbers of Redmond's followera
joined the British army = 16th Irish Division, and marched

© to the RBailway Station to entrain for their training camp

near Permoy, CO, Cork. A small number of Flanna also
jolned up at this time - the number who did so would not be
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more than about twenty out of a total of three hundred

Fianna.

Following the outbreak of the War and the formation of
|
the I6th Division the danger of congeription became a |

possihiliiy and our minds were directed towards meeting
the threatened danger when it came and the poessibility of
defeating it. The course of the war in I914-I915
diverted people’s minds from the early national aspects
of our aturggla'fur Home Rule, and-amongst the extreme
crowd of pnationalistsyfrom the Republic. The 'preas' |
generally was inclined to divert people's minds from |
things national; the Church was not helpful, and so the
Volunteer movement fell into a feeling of apat;y and

indifference. The Fianna were not quite soc badly

affected in numbers but with the widespreaddecay there was
an easing off in our activitiea. Cultural and social ;

activities were maintained and trainihg camps were ‘
established in the summer months in Cranfield and Ballyhornen

Co. Down and Red Bay Co. Antrim.

The danger of conscription in the winter and spring
of I9I5-1I916 produced a situation in which young Irishmén
vere baing recruited in Britain anﬁ others fearing a
similar fate were returning to Ireland. Some of those men
formed a Company at Kimmage in Dublin which took part
in the laster Week Riaing. _ 1

From the Split in I9I4 onwards I became axclusivslé
a Volunteer, being as I have stated already & member of
the I.R.B. The Volunteers at this time were _what I might
describe as a composite Battalion made up of various |
units such as Clan Ulidh Pipe Band, St. Malachy's Pipe

Band and the wvarious G.A.A, clubhs, / Even the members of

the I.R.B. joined one of the many football clubs.
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Even the members of the I.R.B. jolned one of the many
football clubs. Thus we maintained contacts and
camouflaged our Volunteer activities. The R.I.C.
became more antagonistic after I9I4. Denis McCullough
was the most important personage in tha‘Rapubliéan
movement in Belfast. ~He was a Centre in the I.R.B. aﬁd
was in charge of the Irish Volunteers. His business
interests compelled him to move about the'city and

surrounding districts constantly and he was for ever

shadowed by R.I.C. In order to glve the police trouble
he moved about mostly by bicycle. Sometimes when he
went into a house on business and left his bicyecle on
the street he would leave by the back dﬁcr and one of

us ,who was acting as his ghadower or his shadower's
shadow, would take his bicycle and hend it over atpani
arranged venue. The police in McCullough's casa,an&

in other men's cases to my knowledge, called on the
houses whereFHnGullough and those other men had visited
and made inquiries from the iInmates in such a way as [to
give the impression that the *'visitor' was not an
honest person. This economlc blackmail was police policy
at the timn; They never referred to Mccullbugh‘s

political activities but to his supposed eriminal
proclivities. (The Volunteer's activitlies at this t$ma
were mostly diréctad to the callgeticm.nf cash for the
purchase of arms, and the uoilecticn of arms wherever,
possalible. We were able to get a small pumber of single-
shot rifles. We purchased the most of our arms in
Glasgow. Each Volunteer subscribed I/- per week if he
could afford it and when the price of a revolver was

collected we purchased it and put it up for ballotingi

amongst the Volunteers. i
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I do not propose to go_into any detail apout what

happened in Belfast in Easter Week I9I6. At that t%mé
|

I was an ordinary Volunteer holding no rank.  None ?f

us feel happy about what happened. We obeyed our

orders and we do not try to apportion blame if blame

can be apportioned.

After Easter Week 19I6 & number cf the importané
Volunteers and I.R.B. members were arrested aﬁd deported.
I was not arrested however. A feeling of despair
existed in Belfast as in other parts of the country i
after Easter Week and the movement in Balfﬁst bacamei
totaily disorganised. We had no leaders as all'tha!
rrominent men were in prisomn or scattered, some on t%e Tun.
After the release of the prisoners about early I9I7 a
move to re-organise the Volunteers was made. As many
of our Volunteers were,for economic reasons,or for
safety reasons,forced to emigrate to England and Scotland
to obtain émployment the numbers of pre-I9I6 Volunteers
were gregtly reduced. We never really lost our .
comradeahip, even in the darkest days after Easter Wéak
we met on Sundays. Wg maintained our assoclations throug:
it G.L.A: clubs and other kindred organisations, so
we were in touch all through the later months of I9I6.
Father Fullerton, C.C. St. Pauls, Fr. Chas. O'Neill, St.
Peters and Fr, Hassin, St. Marys did a lot to'kaap the
fires alive, and renew drooping spirits. These priahts
were sincere patriots and were most anxious to encourage
things cultural and national and were a gfaat help to
the remainder of the Volunteers after 19I6. They were
not identified with the Volunteers or with revoluticnary
activities of any description. Their sympathies waré
with us and I belleve each priest individually felt
disappointment that things turned out as they did.
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. The first move to effect a reorganisation was
the notification, by word of mouth, to valtmtéers to
attend a meeting at premises opposite the Forester's|
Hall in Mill Street,  Tils mseting was most inforfial,

no proper chairman, each man-had apparently samething to
say and said it. It wae agreed that a .?ﬁﬂ?gﬁniﬁa‘hi?n

would commence, and that if sufficient men were available

from any .of the old pre 1916 Companies they should
refom into that Company and appoint officers.  In }'-hﬂ
case of the o0ld C and F Companles, we formed a new
Gmpany'knm as 1_(.‘. cg@w., After this reorganisation
we had four companies in the Falls Road srea, 4, B, C and

T
I

O. .These companies we;';a__gnly in skeleton form at f.‘!;rst.
as befare 1916 the campanies were based on G. i A. Glubs
and Pipe Band orgenisation as follows: A& Compeny wag_
assoc 1a1§e_€_1 ,!_:_lth the O'Hgﬂlyﬂrwlarmﬂ Michael ng.‘;.ﬂt

G, A A. Clubs; B Company, John Mitchell G.A. A . Club; |

G, .ap the old Fianna Companies again and the Clan Ulaldh
Band. P Oﬂnpanr had no namia‘binn with outslde oluibs
or bands. A These clubs or band associations for
vVolunteers were a means of camouflage far Volunteer
activities and 1t provided a problem for police

intelligence to segregate Volunteers from faot‘ballerg

and bandsmen. ’ - !

_The South-armagh Electlon, February 1918, gave the
Belfast Volunieers a stimulus whilch ensbled us_to Gfm
out in the open. _ We sent bodies of Volunteers into .
the South Armagh aree %o do elsction work under thair[
own officers working as.a military body, These '
Volunteers were in the charge of the late Seén O'Neill.
the work that Volunteers were expected to do om_
elections was purely non-political. = Their duly was
wholely to protect Simm Féin interests, protect vuterelg
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and to prevent the attacks on Sinn Féin supporters from
Hibernian hooligans.

There are events of importance in I9I8 which I do
not propose to deal with in detail as others will be
dealing with them. The anti-conseription campaign which
lasted for about six or elght weeks produced a big

influx of recruits for the Volunteers. For the rest. of
this year our constant efforts were directed to the
.perfa¢t1ng of our organisation, training, drilling an?
lectures on military subjects. At the end of year IPIS
the Gaﬁaral Blection took place,with a contest in Wbs%
Belfast in which Mr. De Valera was defeated by Joe Devlin.
In IS1I9 the whole year was a continuation of our affnét&
"to train and equip our men. Our training then included
fie1ld work in the open country, instruction in the use
;of all arms ,including hand-grenades, taeticsjderenaa

and attack on positions gtn. These activities carri?d
on into the early montha of J920. The burnings of tlie -
Income Tax offices in the city were carried out on
Easter Saturday and Sunday morning T920. I do not
propose to elaborate on these as others will be dealing
with them in proper detail. Thar_war& carrled out !
successfully according to plan. i

My principal duties as a member of the ?bluntéar;

were connected with the Intelligence department of thé
Volunteer organisation. Around about the period I9IB=-T9I9
G.H.Q. ordered all units in the country to concentrate

on special services such as munitions, chemistry, engineerins
signalling, first-aid and last and most important -
Intelligence. I took up intelligence work and from

then onwards intelligence was my speclality. In the

early days of 1ntaliigﬂnce our energies were directed to
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information re the R.I.C. and the -Irish Parliamentary
Party's orgﬂnisatiuﬁs+anﬂ Uhiuniatacivil'pnpulatiun.j

The Ulster Volunteer organisation about the end of the
I3T4-I918 war became practically moriband and d;d noﬁ

then constitute a problem for the Volunteers. At this
time every Orange lodge was an Ulster Volunteer éraaﬁ§l
where arms and war quipmﬂnt were kept. I was engﬂged
on the work of obtaining information as to the whepa{bauts
and the quantity of arms in each location under Unic&ist
control. This Information was checked for exactness, and
filed for action. Our efforts were to contact aumpl

of the people who had access to these arms and cbtain

the arms by bribery,or purghase,if possible. Our most
successful efforts to obtain arms from outside .
organlisations were'from the 0ld Naticnal Volunteers, .
We purchased some rifles from them, however, whiéh

proved more dangerous to the user than to & person in

the vicinity of the target. We got information about
rifles located in Antrim town, under the'cnnfral of the
A.0.H. and stored in their hall. The Belfast Volunteers
went out to the hall apd found I7 rifles on the premises
and got possession of them without any troublé. }
inother incident,which I had no personal connection with,
happanﬂd about this time. A priest had control of al
number of National Volunteer rifles and he felﬁ they ‘
were in danger in his dump and decided to ﬁand them up.
He sent in a message to Belfast for some of his |
Hibernian friends to come out to his place and take |
control of them. This message fell into our hands and
our men travelled out to the priest's place and
represented themselves as National &bluntaers and were

handed over the rifles.
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The British military were s_tgt.:iﬂ_nad at Kilroot Camp,
some miles outside Balfae_nt. . This Camp was 'praviﬁuai;yﬁ'
the base for the garrison artiller_-;r_hut at this time it
was & training ground for various other units.  Some
pergon got in touch with a man, who himself was in touch
with the Quartermaster's Department in the Camp, and |
agreement was reached for the handing out of a qua:}titiar

of armg for an agreed sum. = The night selected was a

Saturday night. The men selected for receiving the arms

went out to _the Camp but some unforeseen incident mau{vrad
and no transfér took place.

In 1:1_!'1.6.11_9_35] ple.ridd the Intq;ligame a_taff was iné
charge of a teacher named Francis ammnay who in 1920 :
became Brigade (rgandiser. Crummey had a number of
cqntac-.,_th, in mililtary police _gi_r:g.,lss, the Post Office i
Telegraph and Telephonse Sectlons.  In comnection with|the
sorting of letters in Belfast, all the lmportant official
lettere were handed over %0 & special staff in the Post |

office.  The ordinary steff of sorters never got near,

~ those communications. .. The military and police

correspondence were delivered in sealed bags and handed
over t%o representatives of the §ervice to which they l
related. = Soldiers collected the militery, and police the

other, and so on. . _In connection with the incoming

i

correspondence the same procedure pertained but we were
able to arrange to have Bﬂms_uf-_ this correspondence 'tapped'.

Those letters had to be dealt with, to a great extent, by

: 1
the ordinary soriing _ataff:_,e_m;i we _were gl:gla_ to have letters

extracted when we deemed 1t necessary to do so, but we |
fomd, however, that the information we obtained in thi's way
was mot of very much vaelus. A lot of the correspondence
containing information t0 the Britlsh Authoritles was
anonymous and was of litt‘.l_e valus to us or to the m';tigh
Authorities.
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At that tima the orgmsatian all over tha am:ntr;g
fuund it a comparatitaly easy, matter to nhtain mil:l.t;.ry
cuﬂea. ~ On tha othﬂr hand., the R, I.C. codes were prming
an extrem\aly d.iffia:ult prublam and. ﬂaspite efforts a]_'L
over the country the secret was not discwerad. This fell
to the lot of the Belfast Brigade to solve; therefore,
police contacts in the County Inspector's Office andthe
District Inspectar 8 0ffice at ‘Downpatrick were \
established to obtain coples of the much wanted codaa.
mhﬁaﬁwwenﬁ”fgnwgnﬁgd_1n”aua”q9urs§”%9 Headguarters, !
Dublin, and by subsequent arrangement copies were aadt to
other Northern Brigades.  The codes were generally E
changed monthly.  There may have been a week- when a |
delay would oceur .in their transmission to us but a._'l.1|
coples of code messages, police and military, were |
retained until the codes themselves were available. |
The older codes were destroyed, _ I might say here tha'?t
the "big fellow" (Michael Collins) sent in a strong
recommendation to our Intelligence department for 'bhe.‘;r
success in obtaining the codes.  The mﬁat valuable :
contact we hed far obtaining keys to the codes was a clerk
in the County Inspactaf'a offiﬁa in Downpatbick. It {can
be _;E.PErEﬂiﬂtﬂd_thﬁ_tf in matters of this klnd I do _not fiaal

I should mention nemes and do not propose o 4o s0. l

_ It cen be understood by people who know the position
in the North how dangerous 1t was 10 act as contact for
our Intelligence, = The British Intelligence Organisatfion
in _BGHgs‘ﬁ‘_érea__hai an overwhelming amount ef_material:; to
work on, such as 'A', 'B' and 'C' §pecial Constebulary,
and at leasgt 75 per cent of the clvil populstion.
This positlon of extreme danger made it essential that
all our contacts in the British §ervice would be only t

known to I.R..n!.: _p_araonnﬂl as a cods name or m.‘_m‘ber.
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In fact, game of our principal contacts wore only lr.nawn
to me by their real nemes years after their aewices to us
andaﬂ. For example, the contact whom I have refﬁrradrto

g‘nug'& :!._n Dovnpatrick was not k_noun _t_n_dm in his ra_all
1da:m;11~,:?r until 1926 ar 1927. In this way the knuqledge
of persons working for ug was kept safe from the E:*ittish
Intelligence. It really meant a big organisation of}
"go-betweens". For ingtance, the information fx-mn‘t.';ne
C.I's. Office, Downpatrick, was transmitted by the C. tIJa
clerk to a local business man named R:_Lue. He, in t&n,
would pass it on to the local Battallon 0,C. and thence
by various channels to Belfast Headquarters. Deapit%
this. cumbersame chammel of commnlcation E?ar;f'thins
arrived with amazing speed and without undus dalay. 1 _
There were methods of transmitting the information zjadleitaﬂ.
to the South and the swrounding Brigade officers by means
of lorry drivers employed by certain Belfast bakers. |
These men travelled with their lorries mostly by nﬁ.a:‘::»th
Their breed delivedes were made at the various towns cn
routeg extending 50 or 60 miles in the Counties Down, |
#rmagh and Tyrone.  From Tyrone a further transmission
was made to link up the Counties Derry and Monaghan i
Brigades, . Communications were maintained with Dublml and
Derry cities through atterdants on the Great Northern l

!
K

_ In the General Pogt Office in Belfaest we had a number

Rallway Dinin_s Cars.

of agents working for us in the Telephons and Te.learapli:
‘Departments. = Practically all the telegraph coded
police or mij._:.taz_-zr mesgsages passing through Belfast were
intercepted and. copied by same of our men. = A number f%'f
notds m&dﬂ of ﬂ?i.“-‘r__ﬂ..@_"itﬂ of the messages. BDIJ.H of mﬂ'
most important informatlion was obtained by the night
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telagraphiq_t_;_a and a number of lmpartant plots were :I!n
this way discovered by owr night staff in the Post foice;
such as ?mtcmia Barracka and B&era.l Eﬂmwgrounda, and.
alac the Grosvenor Road Hoapital. . The latter pl&{:ﬂl had
originally been a Mental Institution but at that timb it
was used as a Military War Hospital and there was a |
de tachment of troops stationed there for emergency 1
purposes. _ It was the only milltary establishment ﬂfwr
had in west Bulfaat. (ne particular instance cmeal to
my mimi. This wag a telephone conversation held 'hai.'wen
the officer who was acting as Duty COfficer that night at
Victoria Batracks and his carresponding number in the
Wer Hoepital which unfolded with gusto the story of a
pla:n to trap tha “Shinners", as they were referred tn,
at“Ba.'!mgrq.;l.__ _The trap was $0 be lald on the fnllawing
Saturday when it wae expected to capture the most .
| effective and dangerous I.R.A. men operating in Belfdst.
I got this information late on Thursday night and :
Irelated 1t firgt thing on Friday moening to my . |
superior officers.  This was conveyed immediately tc
the officer who was working on the supposed handing dver
of arms which my information concerned. Unrmtmte]ls'- _
the I.R.A. men concerned did not spprociate the

r.eliah%liw of the information and they actually !

reault,ad_ in a larga m;vqt@lsr-wcl lorry being aaptulrea-
The driver of the lorry was wounded and several men |
arresgted. Not one person of imporiance was engaged in

the operation.

e

In 1920, Mick Collins was apparently unaware of' the
fact that the British authorities had a photograph of;

him, copies of which they had distributed to their agents
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in different parts of the country in an effort to effect

his capture. Gme of our Intelligence contacts was - .
drinking with the Tans and R.I.C. in the Queen's Hété;l., _
Victoria Street, Belfast. One Of the Tene had evidently
taken out his wallet and was dlsplaying the photographs
he had teken while on operations down south, Theaﬂl,
mainly conslsted of groups of Tans, and. photographs ci!f
buildings they had destroyed, and s0 on.  Amongst the lot
was this photograph of Micheel Collins and while handing
round the photographs for inspectiion this particular ,':ona_
aropped to_the grownd end our contact covered it witll his
foo and at a convenient moment refrieved it. e ge'ﬁﬁ
this copy on to Michael Collins who was much surprised
to_lesrn that the British authorities had it in their!

i

possession.

After the pogrom started in 1920 and before I}ﬁilj
Elreann Publicity Department was set up, the Brigade {
Intelligence orgenisgation in Belfast was dealling with all
the various publicity material from the pogrom condition
existing in the city end collecting each day material

such as, shootings, burnings, attacks on the Catholic|
districts, the number of people killed, wounded and !
arrested, and all other items Of interest,  This mai'-é_.rial
was issued in the form of a daily bulletin. When the
Publicity Department of DAil fireann was set up and a!
branch opened in Belfast, we supplied them with the B.*"-uff
that we were formerly uslng in our own daily 'bu.lle.i‘rim!
We set_up a committed called "The Catholic Protection
Committes".  The Honorary Chalrmsn of this cammitiee was
Rev, Bernard Lavery, St. Patrick's Catholic Church.
The County Secretary of the Hibernians, Feliz Kemnedy,
was elso on the commlttee. D, hk:apar:'a.n was by miof

- f
being an honcrary menber., Under these auspices the l
]



-16-

Catholic Protection Society functioned but the real work
was performed by our Intelligence staff end all the |
information cullatad by the c:mnpanar_ Battallons and Brigade

was tabulated here. Each report was thoroughly.
invegtigated; every incident was reported. A couple| of

men would be sent out to obtaln the details regarding
incidents, information from witnesses and that soré of)
thing. Erarythinghad %0 be vgunh'pﬁ. ,_fur before 1t was
accepted. In events of importance, sworn statements
were obtained from eye-witnesses. . Owen McKiernan, a |
school teacher, was handed all this volums of evidence|
embracing our reports. __Ha ¢o~ordinated in into proper

of the issue of the hui.l-latin m.mﬂ.wrm&mnts of tha
matter contained in it. §0 effective and trustworthy.
was_the infarmation and its set-out that_ in time the DA1l
Publicity Department ceased to alter anything containecll in
the bulletin as lssued from Belfast. | In the early days
the DA1l Publicity Department were inclined to lock on|
some of the gtuff contained in our bulletin as 1_

untrustworthy, but experience showed them that f:.he most
m‘hei_l:l,qrgbla_rapu:tg, were based on facts which could n?t
be contested. . In this commsction there was a gentleman
sent from Duhli.n to Belfast for the purpose of findingi
out how far we were e:aggarating in our accounts of
happenings during the pogrom. _ After a shori stay in
Belfast this gentleman went back to Dublin and informed
his authorities there that our reports if they had erred
were_on the side of understatements, = To those who wari'-e
not fa;miliar with cunﬂitiona under the pogroam it was t0 be
axpe¢tad that the i:m::‘l.ﬂﬂntﬂ related soundsd fantastic. '

- our d.a:y‘*-'l:-u-day wurk was dealing w:Lth matter such as
I h,ay:a_ ﬂaanr_.'ihad. It was a very routine job and had no
flair or excitement sbout it. Sometimes we would gat[
information which would give us & bit of thrill, but generaly



—l?_ 1
it was a matter of receiving reports regularly from |ow
agents, copying them, checking them and sending them

OIl«

Frank Crummey was a Brigade and later a Divisional
intelligenaa Oofficer. I was hi; deputy. Each bat%alicn
had its own Intelligence Officer and eech Gompanp-haé its
own Intelligence Officer. In addition to this, aacf.h |
Volunteer was expected to make a report on anything ér
uunsaquanha which might come under his notice.. In ﬁha
west Belfast ares we organlsed a series of Etrget
Captains whqge functions were to act as observers on the
conduct of the inhabitents of each particular street and
make reports accordingly. These reports recorded matters
such as visits by strangers, paréchs in uniform and Eil
incidents_which might appear to be suspicious to thai
observers. !

The execution of D.I. ‘Swanzy. at Lisburn in augugt
1920 precipltated a serigs of atﬁacks by the Orange mbb
upon the Catholies of Lisburn. The latter wers beatin
up unmercifully, driven from their homes and their hoﬁes
set on fire. They were .compelled to make thelr way in
the small hours of the night across the hills to Belfast.
Many of these unfortunate people found refuge in Dublin.
Later, similar attecks were made at Banbridge and Dromore,
County Down ,and eventually what presumably began as a mob
reprisal for the shooting of Swean.zytook the fr::rrm of .a
carefully prepared and devillishly executed cempaign té
drive out all 'Catholics', a word synonymous with "Rebel!,
not alone from employment but from their homes and
ﬁusinaasea. Some weeks later meetings were held in

Belfast shipyards addressed by speakers imported from

|
Lisburn and Banbridge who exhorted all loyalists to ge't

rid of the "Shinners™ and to have their Jobs filled by,
floyaliaLa.
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loyalists. On the resumption of work. that svening,
armed gangs entered the various workshops and boarded the
ships interrogating those ﬁho did not wear a loyalisﬁ
emblemn. Those unable to satisfy the intarrﬂgatnrﬁ were
bru?ally beaten and many were thrown into the docks Fnﬂ
while swimming to safety were attacked with showers ?f
rivets and iron bolts. That night the Belfast skiag
glowed with the fire from hundreds of Catholic homes|set
ablaze by the mob. This took place in every district in

the City. The attacks were not isolated but werse

synchronized. These mobs were protected and led byiarmsd
members of the Special Constabulary. The nutrﬁgas i
@bntinuad day and night in an effort to break the sp#rit
of the Catholics and were met with stubborn resistanée.
These attacks continued with increésing,ferocity forisome
two years and only when a big number of important business

concerns,owned and staffed by loyalists, went up in

flames in acts of reprisal did any lull take place. ;

i

Repeated appeals by the Bishop of Down and Connor, byl the
Catholic Protection Committee and other prominent mamﬁers
of the Cathollec community in the City to Churehill ané
other members of the British Cabinet went unheeded uﬁ%il
the boycott campaign was intreduced. This did more than
anything else to bring the Northern Autﬁoritias to thqir
senses, while the effect produced on America, on the 1
Continent and in the Dominions by the bulletins issued by
the D4il Publicity Department finally brﬂught about a
cessation of mob attacks. This campaign threw an
additional strain on the Intelligence Staff and to meet
the conditions forced upon us by the upheaval we were
compelled to recruit and train an Auxiliary Force composed
of dockers, railway men and carters, the pufpose of which

was to provide material for thg transport of merchandise

fﬂhicé,
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which, if permitted to go on, would have rand&reﬁ a

boycott ineffective.

When the Truce was declared and was effective in
Southern Ireland it made no difference to the Intelligence
ﬁork in Belfast. The arrival of Eoin O0'Duffy as liaison
offlcer witnessed the setting up of office pramisaaland
staff at St. Mary's Hall to enable him to carry out lhis
duties as liaison officer for the Six-County Northern
Area. As an lndication of the farce of the Truce which
existed in Belfast it will be necessary to state that we
were forced to provide Eoin O'Duffy with an armed guarﬁ
in St. Magry's Hall. This guard had to be maintained
during his working hours and it had also to be continued
on a twenty-four hour basis to protect files and papers

in use by O'Duffy.

During O0'Duffy's stay in Belfast the Intalligenga
Department there had to furnish him with all incidents
of outragaous'ahbntings, burnings and so on. Part of
his work was to keep abreast of all these happenings.
Bach incident called for an immediate investigation and
a collection of evidence from eye-witnesses to estabiish
authanticity{ 4s a further precaution the acount waé
then taken to the local Parish Priest or Curate for his
version of the affair and his opinion of the person
submitting the account. This was a safeguard against

fictitious accounts,

There was a number of members of the Crown Forces
in Belfast, pParticularly police officers énd men who wers
on a "wanted" list. These were individuals who were more
than usually active in political activities who had by

their villainous and ruthless methods earned the death

Penalty. Some of the names of those men were auppliah
I

/t.o ;
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to us by G.H.Q. in Dublin. These were principally
pelice officers who had committed atfncitiES“in Ba%faat
and other parts of the country, and the others wer%,
as I have already stated, Belfast men who had comsiundar

this category by their local activities. ]
' :
Joe Savage who was at one time Quartermaster of
the Brigede, put m in touch with a civilian clerk
employed at the Military Headquarters, Victoria Barracks,
Belfast, and from the outset he proved inﬂafatigablg and
1

anxious to meet our wishes and demands in every way.

: i
The routine method we adopted was that certain files were

‘~ab$trantad each night except, of course, when there|was

a sign of unusual activity in or around the barracks -
and there was s daneger of a search. By arrangements,
these files were handed over to us in St. Mgry's Gatholia
Churah. Donegan and I sat up the whole night copying
these files in their entirety, anﬂ we handed them back
the next morning in St. Méry's'cathulic Church. Ina .
few short months we had practically completed a capy of
every important file in the Military Headquarters.,

Around about that time an offer was made to our contact
to have him trasnsferred to the Royal Ulster Cunatabuiary;
also in a civilian capacity. He came to us and °
consulted us about the matter, asking for our decision,
S0 we declded that more useful work could be effected by
him in R.U.C. Headquarters, hence we advised him to
accept the transferred position. He (our contact) took
up duty as Confidential Clerk to Major-General Solly-
Flood at Waring Street Headquarters. The same procedure
was carried out here as at Victoria Barracks and when a
suitable oceasion presented itself the files were I

/abstracted),
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abstracted, brought to us to be copied and returned the

following morning. Qur contaet continued doing his work

efficiently up to about June 1932.. In order to explain

the circumstances that ended his connection with us aLﬂ his
employment with the R.U.C. it w;li be necessary for me to

20 back to the time the Split-ocourred in the I.R.A., and
the Executive formed previous to the Civil War breaking out
in Dublin. This was about April 1922. The Intelligence
Officer of the Executive Forces in the Belfast ares having
had previous knowledge of our contact's work with our
Intelligence Department made several attempts to wean; him
to their side and to get him to supply them with the
materiél he was supplying to us. The contact sensed-a
danger in this dual connectlion and fought shy of it. Later
he was menaced and threatened of personal injury whicﬁ”
forced him to board in another part of the City. This
caused é drying up of that source of information for a
?umber of weeks. We took sﬁeps to cantadt him ggain, found
out where he was living and threshed the matter out with
him.  We then discovered the reason he was not supplying
further information, and to our relief; learned that 1t was
not fear or reluctance on his part ta continue with us but
rather the danger to himself and ourselves which was likely
to occur should the Executive Force insist on him compljing
with their demanis. Relations were again resumed on the
old terms and the flow of information continued as bafore
until further uneasiness developed on the part of our
contact, He (our contact) informsd us that.his position
in the dounty Inspector General's office was insscure insofayx
a8 that he might be, at:ény moment, substituted by a
Unionist or a uniformed policeman. His qualification és an
ex~Serviceman would not counterbalance the fact that he ‘was

a Catholic, hence he suggested to us that in the interedts

fof !
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of acdﬁumﬂm securlty he would resign his Job and come lto

Dublin and ‘obtain a position in the newly formed :
Garda Siochana. This news did not make us fesl too
h&?PF as we saw in it our most valuasble source of .
.informétion dry up, so after consultation we decided to
make the best of a bad bargain and finish the chapter
with a "grand slam", that is a list of the most .
important .files then available, secret dossiers, etc.,
the compilation of which we had some knawleﬂga.' We
therefore instructed the contact to éollect as many of
thésa files as possible. This seemed to put him in a
panic and we lost trace of him for several weeks, but
éventually we prevailed on him to carry out our plan.
By arrangement Donegan and myself met him on a Saturday
evening for the purpose of entering Police Headquafters
and helping ourselves to the required material. Our
contact at the last moment funked taking us with him
and insisted that we remain outside while he entered
alone. A helf hour later he left the premises,
followed us some hundred yards away where we entered a
publiec-house and in a secluded spot we tock charge of
some dozen or so files all marked "Secret and
Confidentisl™,. I remember one of them was in relaéicn
to the Beleek situation. We gave our contact a stiff
drink to steady his nerves. Donegan escorted him to
the Great.morthern Railway Station, purchased g railway
ticket and sent him to Dublin with instructions to stay
at the Regent Hotel, D'Olier Street, and at his
convenlence contact Seamus Woods, our Diviéional o/c.,
then in Dublin. I transferred the files to a young
girl in Smithfield Markets, had them taken home, and on
Suﬁday morning they were handed over to our Divisionagl

§

0/C., Seamus Woods, who took them immediately to Dublin,
i ¥

/and
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and took them immediately to Dublin, and so ended the
chapter. After that our big scale intelligence work

came %o an end.

In justice to our contact it is necessary to
state that he never received any money for any work he

did for us and he took extraordinary risks. As s0Mme

recompense for his work on cur behalf he was recommended

to the newly formed Garda Siochana to which he was
admittedf A short time later he rose to the rank of

Supsrintendent.
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