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THE GRIZZLY BEAR.

Ursus PEROX. LEewis AND CLARKE.

A NATIVE also of the northern division of America, and
more particularly of that extensive tract of country
which constitutes the newly erected State of -Missouri,
the Grizzly Bear differs i many striking points, both
of character and habits, from the subject of the preceding
article, as well as from every other animal of the very
natural group of which he forms part. By his elongated,
narrowed, and flattened muzzle; added to the slight
elevation of hig forehead, he is closely connected with
the Black Bear of America, and as remarkably distin-
guished from the common Brown Bear of Europe, and
from the White Bear of the polar regions, which last, in
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the tail; and having determined that that of the dog
was uniformly curved upwards, he attributed to that of
the Wolf a completely opposite direction, that is to say,
a curvature inwards; assigning, at the same time, a
straight or a deflected position to those of all the other
animals of the group. The deflected, or down-pointing,
direction is, however, equally common in the Wolf with
the incurved ; and this petty distinction, which has little
to do with structure, and still less with habits, is hardly
deserving of serious attention. More obvious and more
essential differences will be found in the cast of his
countenance, which derives a peculiar expression from
the obliquity of his eyes; in the breadth of his head,
suddenly contracting into a slender and pointed muzzle;
in the size and power of his teeth, which are compara-
tively greater than those of any dog of equal stature; in
the stiffness and want of pliability of his limbs; in his
uniformly straight and pointed ears ; and in a black stripe
which almost constantly, and in nearly every variety of
the species, occupies the front of the fore leg of the adult.
His fur, which differs considerably in texture and colour,

from the influence of climate and of seasons, is com-

monly of a grayish yellow, the shades of which are
variously intermingled ; as he advances in age it becomes
lighter, and in high northern latitudes frequently turns
completely white, a change which also takes place in
many other animals inhabiting the polar regions.
Entirely dependent upon rapine for his subsistence,
the nose of the Wolf is fully equal to that of the sharp-
est-scented hound. The size and speed of the elk and
of the stag are insufficient to protect them from his
violence; he pursues them with equal swiftness and
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cunning, and, when he has succeedeo} in runnin.g them
down, finds little difficulty in rendering them h.lS prey.
To effect this purpose with the greater certs.nnti }?e
frequently unites himself with a numerous train 0 hlS
fellows, who are however bound together .by no other
tie than the common object of their pursuit; and when
this is once attained immediately separate .a.nd proceed
each to his own retreat, whence they again €merge to
reunite in the common cause whenever 1‘:he necessary
stimulus is supplied. In inhabited countries he seldom
ventures to show himself openly or in packs, but sleegs
away the greater part of the day in the sheltffr of 1;' 2
forest, and only prowls abroad by night when impe Z
by the cravings of his appetite. The she.zep-cote aD..d tn ;
farm-yard become then the scenes of his rafrajges : fah.s
such is his ingenuity, and so great the ra?.pldlty of his
motions, that he will frequently carry off his prey almiost
before the eyes of the shepherd, although the. Warnnll]g
voice of the watchful dog had given timfaly .notlce ot." the
approach of the marauder. His ferocity 18 sometlmi(s;
carried to such a pitch that he becomes da,ngero-us .
man; and when hard pressed by fa.mim?, to wh?ch 1.11
spite of all his skill in the chase e'md his sagamtys 11;
the pursuit of meaner rapine he is by no 1.mtea,naml
stranger, he will fall at unawares upon the so ﬁtzgiration
unprotected traveller, or, prowling about the a. i :
of the villager, carry off from it his unsuspecting and
defenceless children.

Happily for England this formidahle beast ha:r;:il‘lrge
been extirpated from its woods ; but the“compd o
extent of his domain has been thereby but .httle re uh 1.
It may be roughly stated as comprehendmg the whole



92 THE TOWER MENAGERIE.

northern hemisphere, of which only very small portions
are exempted from his ravages. He is easily tamed
when young, and may even (according to M. F. Cuvier,
who has published a history of a domesticated individual
bordering in many particulars very closely on the mar-
vellous, but of the truth of which the well known
character of that scientific naturalist is a sufficient gua-
rantee) be rendered susceptible of the highest degree of
attachment to his master, whom he will remember after
prolonged and repeated absence, and caress with all the
familiar fondness of a dog. Such traits as this are,
however, to say the least, very uncommon ; and he is,
even in captivity, generally speaking, ill tempered and
morose. The old male, the father of the litter now iu
the Tower, was extremely savage; the female, on the
contrary, is very tame, and, which is more remarkable,
continued so even during the period of suckling her
young, which were five in number. Neither before, at,
nor after this period did her temper undergo any change:
she suffered her keepers to handle her cubs, of which
she was excessively fond, and even to remove them from

the den, without evincing the smallest symptom either
of anger or alarm. |

——————————

THE CLOUDED BLACK WOLF.

CANIS NUBILUS. SaAay.

To distinguish between the numerous races of Wolves
which are scattered more or less abundantly over nearly
the entire surface of the earth; to determine that such
and such variations are the result of original formation,
and that such and such others are merely the product of
accidental circumstances; in other words, to establish
clear and tangible grounds of specific distinction between
animals so 1s‘faried in external appearance, but corres-
ponding so perfectly in every essential particular, whi.le
the shades of character by which they differ, although in
many cases strikingly marked, are for the most part so
unimportant, or so little permanent, as scarcely to be
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deserving of motice,—is unquestionably one of the most
difficult problems, to the solution of which the zoologist
has to apply himself.

In internal and anatomical structure, on which modern
naturalists are agreed that the greatest reliance ought to
be placed in the distinction of closely approximating
species, there is in the various races of Wolves no dévi-
ation from the common type of sufficient importance to
warrant their separation from each other; neither does
their outward form, excepting only in size and in the
comparative measurement of parts, differ in any remark-
able degree. In colour it is true that -the most striking
variations are observable, their hair exhibiting almost
every intermediate shade between the opposite extremes
of black and white. But it must be obvious that on this
character, taken by itself, it would be absurd to insist as
a ground of specific distinction, when we reflect on the
influence which climate and other external accidents
must necessarily exercise on animals so extensively dis-
persed, and so variously circumstanced.

There are, however, strong grounds for believing that
the fine pair of animals, whose portraits are prefixed to
the present article, exhibit real and substantial marks.of
distinction of sufficient value to sanction their separation
from the other species. Considerably larger and more
robust than the Common Wolf, and differing greatly in
the expression of their physiognomy, neither in figure
nor in countenance are they remarkable for that starved
and gaunt appearance which is the common and well
known attribute of the latter. In fact, they have alto-
gether a more fierce and formidable, but at the same
~time a more noble and less sinister, aspect. Their hair,
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which is of considerable length, especially along the
middle of the back and shoulders, where it forms a sort
of indistinct and scattered mane, is mottled with various
shades of black, gray, and white, giving to the whole
animal that dark and clouded colour which constitutes
one of its most peculiar and striking characteristics. The
colouring, which, on the upper parts of the body, is deep
black, becomes somewhat lighter on the sides, and assumes
a yet lighter shade beneath : the chin and angles of the
mouth are nearly white; the gray tinge predominating
over the darker shades in various other parts, but by no
means in so regular a manner as to merit a particular
description. The ears are remarkably short; and the
tail is also somewhat shorter in proportion than that of
the common wolf, not reaching, in its solid form, beneath
the posterior bend (which in all these animals is formed
by the heel) of the hind legs.

The animals at present in the Tower, the only indi-
viduals of this species that have been brought alive to
Europe, were presented about four years since by the
Hudson’s Bay Company, by some of whose hunters they
had been trapped in the northern regions of America. A
fine skin of the same species was brought home by the
late overland expedition to those countries, under the
command of Captain Franklin, and presented to the
Museum of the Zoological Society. There is also another
instance of its occurrence recorded in the capture of a
solitary specimen, in the Missouri territory, by the party
engaged in Major Long’s expedition from Pittsburgh to
the Rocky Mountains. This specimen was accurately
described, in the notes to the published narrative of that
expedition, by Mr. Say, who at once recognised it as a
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distinct species, and affixed to it the scientific name which
we have adopted without hesitation for these animals,
with the most striking peculiarities of which his descrip.
tion coincides in every essential particular.

Their habits in a state of nature are, in all probability,
perfectly similar to those which characterize their imme-
diate neighbours, from which, in captivity, they differ
in no remarkable degree. Like the common kind, they
are exceedingly voracious, tearing their meat and swal-
lowing it in large gobbets, and afterwards gnawing the
bones (for which they frequently quarrel) with truly
wolvish avidity. Although they have been so long con-
fined, they retain their original ferocity undiminished:
a circumstance, it may be mentioned by the way, which
has prevented us from giving their measurement. Judg-
ing, however, from the eye, we may confidently venture
to assert that their size, especially that of the male, is
considerably superior to that of the specimen described
by Mr. Say, which measured about four feet and a quartei'
from the tip of the nose to the origin of the tail.

———
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THE JACKAL.

CANIS AUREUS. Linw.

Tue Jackal, one of the greatest pests of the countries
which he inhabits, is spread over nearly the whole of
Asia and the north of Africa, occupying in the warmer
regions of those continents the place of the Wolf, of
whom in many particulars he may be considered as
offering a miniature resemblance. In size he is about

'equa,l to the common fox, but_he differs from that equally

troublesome animal in the form of the pupils of his eyes,
which correspond with those of the dog and _df' the wolf,
in the comparative shortness of his legs and muzzle, in
his less tufted and bushy tail, and in the peculiar marking

of his coat. The colouring of his back and sides consists
H
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size and general form, offers perhaps the nearest approxi
m.ation to the present species. But his enormouip -
nitude, which may be stated as averaging twice thelll)l:igl;
of the Black Bear; the greatlyincrea.t;eda'size and power
of his canine teeth ; and, above all, the excessive l};n th
of his talons, on the fore feet especially, afford cha.rg:;c
t(-‘fristic differences so obvious and so essential, that it i;
dlﬁﬁCl:llt to conceive how they could have be‘e,n SO Ioﬁ

overlooked by naturalists as well as travellers 'Who'hzivi
all, until within little more than twenty -yf:ars of the
p.resent” ﬁme,‘ passed him over without even a casual
hmt that he presented any claims to be considered as
dlStll.lct from the common species of his country.

His hair, generally speaking, is longer, finer, and more
abundant than that of the Black Bear, and vé,ries in
colour t‘o an almost indefinite extent, passing through j
all the intermediate shades between a light gray and a
black brown. The brown tinge is, howeve:, the most
;ommor?; a,nd. it is always more or less grizzled either

y. the intermixture of grayish hairs, or by the brown
ha,lrs: being tipped with gray. The hair of the legs and
feet is darker and coarser, and diminishes in length as it
desgénds; on the muzzle it becomes remarkably pale
a.nd 18 80 much shortened as to give to the animal a,I;
ia]pp;arance of baldness. His eyes are very small and
c:;sl(y;uae’; 311 nprm]flinent.; and the line of the profile is
L y ea:r y straight. His tail is scarcely visible,

g almost entirely concealed by the long hairs which

SUrro ‘

someu-l::(ll it. Of the great size of his feet and talons,

st .]b g(':ment. may be formed from the measurements
y Captains Lewis and Clarke, the first travellers

by wh 7
y whom the Grizzly Bear was accurately described.
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These geiltlemen inform us that the breadth of the fore
foot in one of the individuals observed by them exceeded
nine inches, while the length of his hind foot, exclusive
of the talons, was eleven inches and three quarters, and
its breadth seven inches. The claws of the fore feet of
another specimen measured more than six inches. The
latter are considerably longer and less curved than those
of the hind feet, and do not narrow in a lateral direction
as they approach their extremity, but diminish only
from beneath : the point is consequently formed by the
shelving of the inferior surface alone, their breadth
remaining the same throughout the whole of their enor-
mous length, and their power being proportionally
increased ; an admirable provision for enabling the
animal to exercise to the fullest extent his propensity
for digging up the ground, either in search of food or
for other purposes. It appears, however, on the other
hand, to unfit him for climbing trees, which he never
attempts ; and this remarkable circumstance in his habits
affords a striking distinetion between him and all the

other Bears, which are essentially climbers.
Of all the quadrupeds which inhabit the northern

regions of the American continent, the Grizzly Bear 1s
unquestionably the most formidable and the most dreaded.
Superior to the rest of his tribe, not excepting even the
polar species, in bulk, in power, in agility, and in the
ferocity of his disposition, it is not to be wondered at
that he should be regarded by the native Indians with
an almost superstitious terror, and that some portion of
this feeling should have been communicated even 1o
the civilized travellers, who have occasionally met with

him in the wild and desolate regions which are subject

to his devastations. In the Journals of some of these
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travellers we find recorded such astonishing instances of

his strength, ferocity, and extraordinary tenacity of life

as would indeed amaze us, were we not aware how much
the human mind is prone, under certain circumstances,
to fall into exaggeration, in many cases most certainly
unintentional. Making, however, all due allowances
for the existence of this very natural feeling, we are
bound to acknowledge that there are few animals who
cah compete with this terrible beast; and that to be
made the object of his pursuit is an "occurrence well

calculated to alarm the stoutest heart, even wh

vided with the most certain and deadly we
human invention,

and directed by the steadiest hand.
This tremendous animal appears to be

found in the neighbourhood of the Rocky Mountains,
especially on the well wooded plains which skirt the
eastern declivity of that lofty and extensive range, among
thick copses of brush and underwood, and on the banks
of the water-courses which descend in innumerable petty
streams from their sources in the hills. In these wild
solitudes, rarely trodden by the foot of civilized man,
and visited only by the savage Indians of the neighbour-
ing tribes, who have not yet learned to bow the neck
beneath the yoke of"the exterminating conqueror, he
reigns the almost undisputed tyrant of the forest. - Few
among the animals which share with him his barbarous
habitation are fleet enough to escape him in the chase;
and none, when fairly placed within his reach, are
powerful enough to withstand his overwhelming force.

Even the sturdy and formidable Bison, the wild bull of

North America, is incapable of offerin

o any effectual
resistance to the furious

impetuosity of his attack ; and

en pro-
apons of
guided by the most experienced eye,

most commonly
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an illustration of the extent of his I.nuscular ‘powerhi.s
afforded by the fact that after having destroyed his
victim, he will drag its ponderous cz.u'case .to some ?on-
venient spot, where he will dig a Plt for 1.ts recep?on,
and deposit it for a season, returning to hlS. feast rox?;
time to time as the calls of hunger may dictate, unti
His store is exhausted and he is again reduced to the
necessity of looking abroad for a fresh supply. |
But although endowed with so strong a propensﬂy
for animal food, as well as with the power to .gra.tlfy 1t.‘;1{e
appetite thus grafted in his very na,turofe, he is not,. 11e
the more perfect of the carnivorous t}'lbe, l.eft en.u}l;ehy
dependent upon that which, in the climate in .WhIC ;
has been placed, must of necessity be a precarloius, an
frequently even an impossible, source of submsten}fe.
Of a more fierce and sanguinary temper than the ?t. er
bears, he does mnot hesitate to attack v.vha.tever living
creature may fall in his way, and s himself seerr;shti(;
inspire him with little dread: but in the absence o .
favourite food, he makes a less savoury, but e(.lua y
congenial, meal of vegetable substa,nces{ of fI‘LIl.tS, or
more commonly of roots, the latter of which he dligS ug
with the greatest facility with his enormm.1s claws ; ;:c-
in some parts of the country these more simple pro >
tions form almost his sole subsistence. On t.he qua 1t3t
of his food depends much of the ferocity of h1§ temfP::lll' ;
for it appears that the bears of the We:stern side o .
Rocky Mountains, who live almost entirely uPon \.re.g .
tables, are of a much less fierce and savage d{sposmoz
than their fellows of the eastern side, where animal foo
is more abundant and more easily procured. | B
Next to his great size and excessive ferocity, one
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the most striking peculiarities of this animal is hjs ex-
treme tenacity of life. For the instances of this we are
indebted almost wholly to the narrative of the Travels of
Captains Lewis and Clarke, whose statements age no
doubt founded in truth, although it may be suspected
that they require to be received with some grains at
least of allowance. According to these gentlemen one

bear which had received five shots in his lungs, and five

other wounds in various parts of his body, swam a con-
siderable distance to a sand bank in the river, and
survived more than twenty minutes; another that had
been shot through the centre of the lungs, pursued at
full speed the man by whom the wound was inflicted
for half a mile, then returned more than twice that
distance, dug himself a bed two feet deep and five feet
long, and was perfectly alive two hours after he received
the wound ; and a third, although actually shot through
the heart, ran at his usual pace nearly a quarter of a
mile before he fell. There is no chance, they add, of
killing him by a single shot, unless the ball goes directly
through the brain; a single hunter runs consequently
no little risk in venturing to attack an animal upon
whom the most dangerous wounds, if not instantaneously
fatal, produce no obvious immediate effects.
Notwithstanding the horror with which the natives
regard this animal, it is said that they sometimes suc-
ceed in rendering him tame; and a whimsical story is
told by the late Governor Clinton, on the authority of

an Indian trader, of an insult offered to a domesticated -

bear of this species by an Indian of a different tribe
from that to which the master of the bear belonged,
being regarded as a national affront, and producing a
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war between the two tribes. The same veracious trader,
it should be added, did not scruple to affirm that the
Grizzly Bear had actually been seen fourteen‘ feet long :
the greatest measurement given on .a.ny credible autho-
rity being somewhat less than mnine feeft. It ma,j.r,
however, well be doubted whether the Grizzly Bear is
capable of being domesticated ; for it would appear that
all the known attempts that, have hitherto been mad.e to
render him docile and obedient have completely failed.
In the narrative of Major Long’s expedition, Mr. Say
has given some particulars relative to the I.nanniars of
a half-grown individual which was kept chz%med in the
yard of one of the stations of the Missouri Fl?r COII.I-
pany; but which, though far from having attained his
full strength, was by no means trusted even b3.r those
who were most familiar with him. They occasionally
ventured to play with him; but this was always c.lone
with caution and reserve; and when, as was sometimes
the case, he chanced to break loose from his confine-
ment, the whole establishment was thrown into a s?:a,te
of confusion and alarm. The same gentleman also gives
the history of two individuals which were presented
when very young to the Philadelphia Mustzum, where
they were kept for several years confined e stro.ng
cage ; until at length their strength and ferocity, W}.IICh
no kind of treatment appeared capable of subduing,
had reached such a pitch that it was found absolutely
necessary to destroy them. |

In no respect has the subject of the pres,ex‘lt .n.otlce;
whose portrait admirably illustrates the pecuhathles }(:
his species, degenerated from the ra(-:e of Wthh‘He
appears to be the sole representative m Europe. He
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was presented to his late majesty, more than seventeen
years ago, by the Hudson’s Bay Company, and has long
been the oldest inhabitant of the Tower Menagerie. The
name of Martin, which was originally bestowed upon
him, in imitation probably of that of the most celebrated
bear ever exhibited in:Europe, has consequently been of
late years generally preceded by the epithet of antiquity,
and Old Martin has become, under that title almost as

well known as his famous namesake. His size is far

superior to that of any other bear that has ever been
seen in this quarter of the globe; and his ferocity, in

spite of the length of time during which he has been a

prisoner, and of all the attempts that have been made to
conciliate him, still continues undiminished. He does
not offer the slightest encouragement to familiarity on
the part of his keepers, but treats them with as much
distance as the most perfect strangers; and although he
will sometimes appear playful and good tempered, yet
they know him too well to trust themselves within his
clutch.
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THE WOLF.

Canis Lupus.” LiINN.

T'nis sullen and forbidding-looking animal, the most
ravenous and ferocious that infests the more temperate
regions of the earth, of many parts of which he is the
terror and the scourge, is distinguished from the humble,
generous, and faithful friend of man, the domestic dog,
by no very remarkable or striking character; and yet
there is something in his physiognomy, gait, and habit,
which is at once so peculiar and so repulsive, that it
would be almost impossible to confound a Wolf, how-
ever tame, with the most savage and the most wolflike
of dogs. For the separation of the two species, Linnaus,
as we have seen in the preceding article, had recourse to



