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The firt object which {aluted myeyeswhen
1 arrived on the coaft was the fea, and a flave
# {hip, which was then riding at anchor, and
waiting for its cargo. Thefe filled me with
aftonifhment, which was foon converted into
terror, which I am yet at a lofs to defcribe,
nor the then feelings of my mind.- When I
was carried on beard: I was immediately
handled, and toffed up, to fee if I were found,
by fome of the crew ; and I was now per-
fuaded that I had got into a world of bad
{pirits, and that they were going to kill me.
Their complexionstoo differing fo much from

{poke, which was very different fromany I
had ever heard, uhited to confirm me in this
| belief. Indeed, fuch.were the horrors quy
b views and fears at the moment, that, if ten
thoufand worlds had been: my own, I would
have freely parted with them all to have ex-
changed my condition with that of thé meli.n(-1
eft flave in my own country. When I looke
d the fhip too, _
f)?u:oppcr boirfing, and a multitude of blﬁ:}'{
people of every defcription chained toge§ﬁ s
. every one of their countenances exprebtr‘:g,r
' dejedtion and forrow, I no longer dou e
| df'] my fate ; and, quite overpowered wi

horror .and . anguifh, 1. fell motionlefs on

ours, their long hair, and the language they.

and faw a large furnacc

' the deck and fainted.  When I“wvclri:?l:

e e ———

 indulge my grief; I was foon put down under
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fittle, 1 found fome black people about’
who I believed were fome of thofe -who"
brought me on board, and had been receiving
their pay ; they talked to me in order to cheer
me, but all in vain, I afked them if we were
not to be eaten by thofe white men with
horrible looks, red faces, and long hair?
They told me I was not; and one of the crew
brought me a fmall portion of fpirituous ||| |
liquor in a wine-glafs ; but, being afraid of |}
him, I would not take it out of his hand.
One of the blacks therefore took it from him,
and gave it to me, and I took a little down
my palate, which, inftead of reviving me, as
they thought it would, threw me into the
greateflt confternation at the ftrange feeling
it produced, having never tafted any fuch
liquor befote. Soon after this, the blacks
who brought me on board went off, and left
me abandoned to defpair. 1 now faw myfelf
; deprived of all chance of returning to'my na-
tive country, or even the leaft glimpfe of hope |
- of gaining the fhore, which I now confidered ‘|
as friendly ; and I even withed for my former
flayery, in preference to my prefent fituation,
'w.hlch was filled with horrors of every kind,
il heightened by my ignoranee of what 1
¥as to undergo. I was not long fuffered to

the decks, and there I received {uch a faluta-
tion




Jfion in my noftrils as 1 had never experienced
Sin my life ; {othat, with the loathfomenefs of
the ftench, and crying together, 1 became fo
fick and low that I was not able to eat, not
had I the leaft defire to tafte any thing, 1
now withed for the laft friend, Death, to re-
lieve me ; but {oon, to my grief, two of the
white men offered me eatables ; and, on my
refufing to eat, one of them held me faft by
the hands, and laid me acrofs, I think, the
windlafs, and tied my feet, while the other
flogged me feverely. 1had never experienced
any thing of this kind before; and, although
not being ufed to the water, 1 natumlly
feared that element the firft time 1 faw it;

' aettings, I would have jumped over the fide;

but | could not; and, befides, the crew
ufed to watch us very clofely who were
not chained down to the decks, left we
fhould leap intothe water: and lhavc::{l{_

‘fome of thefe poor African prifoners
feverely cut for attempting to do fp,d .
hourly whipped for not eating. This ml.e}e
was ‘often the cafe with myfglf.. In a lmt
time after, amongft the poor.-chameq men, :
found fome of my ows nation, \W)h{ﬁh l':'ltd
fmall degree gave eafeto my mind. 1 m(}‘u;he

. of ithem what was te be done with us* xeé)l'

yet, neverthelefs, could 1 have got over the

.+ they anfwered, becaufe they were left behind,
= C

) cart
gave me 1o wnderftand we were to be o
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to thefe white people’s country to wark 40!
them. I then was a little revived, and thought;®
if it were no worfe than working, my fituation
was not {odefperate : but {till I feared I thould
be put to death, the white people looked and
a&ted, as I thought, in fo favage:a manner ;
for 'I had never {een among any people fuch
inftances of brutal cruelty ; and this not only
fhewn towards us blacks, but alfo to fome of
the whites themfelves. One white maninpar- | |
ticular I faw, when we were permited tobe | f
on deck, flogged fo unmercifully with alarge |
rope near the foremaft, that he died in confe-
quence of ity and they tofled him over the fide
as they would have done a brute. ‘This made
me fear thefe people the more; and I expedted |||
nothing lefs than to be treated in'the fame El
manner. I could not help exprefling my fears ||
and apprehenfions to fome of my countrymen: |
I afked them if thefe people had no country, | |
but lived in this hollow place the thip? they ' |
told me they did not, but came from adiftant
one. * Then,” faid I, © how comes it dn all
* our country we never heard of them They §
told me, becaufle they lived fo very faroff, T P
then afked, where were theirwomen ? had they | |
any like themfelves? 1 was told they had: :’

And why,” faid 1, do we not fee them 1

I afked J,
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1 afked how the veffel could go? they told me
they could not tell ; but that there were cloth
put upon the mafts by the help of the ropes
{faw, and then the veflel went on; and the
white men had fome fpell or magic they put
in the water when they liked in order to ftop
the veffel. I was exceedingly amazed at this
account, and really thought they were fpirits.
1 therefore wifhed much to be from amongft
them, for Lexpected they would facrifice me:

tered that it was impoflible for any of us to
make our efcape. While we ftaid on the
coaft T was moftly on deck; and one day, to
my great aftonithmentyd fgw-one of thefe vel-
fels coming in with the fails up. As foon as
the whites faw it, they gave a great fhout, at
which we were amazed: and the more ;o_as
the veflel appeared larger by approaching
nearer. At laft fhe came to an anchor 1;1 mg
‘ﬁght,'and whien the anchor:was let go, ?{;
my countrymen who faw it were loft u(; 2 b
nifhment to obferve the veflel ftop ; an gvoon
now convinced it was done by magic. ot
 after this the other fhip got her boats ou s
-fhey came on board of us, and the P;ogther.
both thips feemed very glad to fee cach oth :

. ith their
us black people, and made motions Wi b

but my wifhes were vain ; for we werefoquar- -

+ and brought on a ficknefs amongft the flaves; i

Several of the fhiangers alfo fhook hands with

, .

hands, fignifying, I fuppofe, we were to go
their country ; but we did not underftand®
them. At laft, when the thip we were in had |
got in all her cargo, they made ready with
many. fearful noifles, and we were all put un-
der deck, fo that we' could not fee how they
managed the veffel But this difappointment
was the leaft of my forrow. The ftench of the
hold while we were on the caoft was fo into-
lerably loathfome, that it’ was dangerous €+ ||
remain there for any time, and fome of us had' M
been permitteéd to ftay on the deck for the ||
frefh air ; but now that the whole thip’s cargo’ |
were confined together, it becamerabfolutely’
peftilential. ~ The clofenefs of the place, and
the heat of the climate, added to the numbér HE
in the fhip, which was fo crowded that each i
had fcarcely room 'to turn himfelf, almoft fuf- “IL |
focated'us. " This produced copious perfpifa= It
tions, fo that'the air foon became unfit for re< ||
fpiration, from a variety of loathfome fmells; & |

of which many died, thus falling viGtimsto
the improvident avarice, as 1 may call'it;”of |
their purchafers. This wretched fituationiway
again aggravated by the galling'of the ‘chains; ||
now become infupportable ; and the filth of | |
the neceffary tubs, into which the children

often fell,' and were almoft fuffocated.’ “The

Ca fhrieks
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fhrieks of the women, and the groans of the
dying, rendered the whole a {Cene of horror
almoft inconceivable. Happily perhaps for
myfelf T was foon reduced fo low here thatit
was thought neceflfary to keep me almoft
| always on deck; and from my extreme youth
I was not put in fetters. In this fituation I
expeéted cvery hour to fhare the fate of my
companions, fome of whom werealmoft daily
. brought upon deck at the point of death,
‘i which I began to hope would foon put an end
'\ to my miferies, Often did I think many of
the inhabitants of the deep much mote happy
' than myfelf ; I envied them the freedom they
enjoyed, and as often wifhed I could change
my condition for theirs. Every circumftance

inful, and heighten my apprehenfions
::l‘gin};'alzginion of thgc cruelty of the wl{m}lltes:
One day they had taken a number of ﬁh es:
and when they had killed and fatxsﬁ%d t c:;r
{elves with as many as they thought l:’ al
aftonifhment who were on the deck, ;c i
than give any of them to us to -caté 58':&0 e
&ed, they tofled the xcma-mmga g e
Fcea again, although we begged and pray

but in vain; a0

fome as well as we could, 'bcinglprcﬁ'e_; by

fome of my countrymen,
t

[

1 met with ferved only to render my flate

i en € !
hunger, took an oppertunity, w}wl‘wugh{ :

T

thought no one faw them, of trying to gets
Jittle ptivately; but they were difcovered, and
the attempt procured them fome very fevere
floggings,

One day, when we had a fmooth fea, and
moderate wind, two of my wearied country.
men, who were chained together (I was near
them at the time), preferring death to fucha |
life of mifery, fomechow made through the |
nettings, and jumped into the fea; immedi-
ately another quite dejeted fellow, who, on
account of his ilinefs, was fuffered to be out of |
irons, alfo followed their example; and 1 be-
lieve many more would very foon have done
the fame, if they had not been prevented by
the thip’s crew, who were inftantly alarmed, | |
Thofe of us that were the mofta®ive were in il
@ moment put down under the deck; and |
there was fuch a neife and confufion amongft
the people of the fhip as I never heard be.
fore, to ftop' her, and get the hoat ont to go
after the flaves. However, two of the wretches |
were drowned, but they got the other, and |
afterwaxfds flogged him unmercifully, for thus & |
attempting to prefer death to flavery. In this
Janner we continued to undergo more hard- |
ﬂnp; than I can now relate ; hardthips which .
are mfepgrable from this accurfed trade.—

'aly a time we were near fuffocation, from

€3 the




